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SIR, 
J F OU will not be ſurpriſed at my ad- 
A 


dreſſing you in this public manner, 
ter the ineffectual attempt I made at the 
laſt aſſizes at Norwich to ſpeak to you in 
private : You thought proper to commu- 
nicate ſuch my intention to another gen- 
tleman; the conſequences that followed 
upon that communication you are no 
ſtranger to, and how a conference with 
you, as it was meant, was rendered im- 
practicable: but though you, Sir, are well 
acquainted with thoſe conſequences, and 
other conſequences that have ſince ſollow- 
ed, yet the world remains a ſtranger to 
them, and as a variety of reports are circu- 
lated about, and fome of them, I mean thoſe 
by your chorce groupe of friends, as inju- 
rious to me as falſe, I find myſelf under 
the diſagreeable neceſſity of laying a ſtate 
of the facts before the public; and if I 
am guilty of any mi/repreſentation, I have 
no doubt of your Cs in gfe 
the an 


41 
and confuting me, being ſo great a maſter 
of that art yourlelt. | : 


Another reaſon for addreſſing you in 
public, is a very extraordinary letter I 
received from Mr. Coke on the 6th of 
Auguſt (the day before you arrived. at 
Holkham after the aſſizes) recalling his 
appointment of Auditor of his eſtates from 
ine, and in a manner forbidding me his 
houſe, at the ſame time alledging as his 
only reaſon for that ſudden coup de mai- 
tre, the inconſiderate ſleß I had taken 
* with his 1 7 Sir Harbord at the al- 
+ ſizes.” Now after the very ſtrong and 
public profeſſions of friendſhip made to 
me by Mr. Coke, voluntary and, unſoli- 
cited, the report that is gone abroad of 
my being 22 abrupily from the ho- 
norable office of Auditor of ſo great an 
eſtate in this county, and of being forb:4 
the houſe at Holkham, implies in it ſuch 
an apparent degree of F that 
gentlemen uninformed of the real caule, 
might fancy to themſelves, and not with- 
out reaſon, that IJ had been guilty of ſome 
very atrocious act : .that I had committed 
a rape at the Temple in the plantations 
on ſome married woman, for ſuch: a fact 
has been reported to have happened; or 


thoſe, who do not know that I, from the 


firſt, 


( 
firſt, declined having any concern in mo- 
ney matters, receiving or paying, might 
think that I had Cd a rape upon 
the treaſures accumulated at Holkham (not 
at Hilborough) by the unremitting care, 
and unimpeached fidelity of Mr. Ratpt 
Cauldwell; or that I had taken up the or- 
namental trees around the park and plan- 
tations at Holkham, and tranſported them 
in the abſence of Mr. Coke to Mount 
Amelia: that I had let a farm of 1700 
acres, and upwards, of land, worth twelve 
and fifteen ſhillings per acre, tithe-ſree, 
for 6807. per annum, on a leaſe tor. 21 
years, in conſideration of 800 guincas 
ſowed up in a gooſe at one time, and 600 
in another: that I had conſpired with 
ſome nefarious Shylock of the law to tie 
up Mr. Coke's eſtate in ſuch iron bonds 
of rigor, that he ſhould be only at liber- 
ty to look at it, or hunt over it, and that 
with my permiſſion; but ſhould not have 
power to receive one ſingle ſhilling of the 
rent of any one tenant whatever; thereby 
exonerating him of the metallic curſe of 
Midas, and that he ſhould touch nothing 
into gold belonging to him: that 1 had 
let down the buildings. of the eltate, for 
which I was in truſt, and had 2000]. a 
year to keep in proper repair; and at laſt, 
as a finiſhing ſtroke, had plunged his for- 
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tunes and eſtates into the tremendous vor- 
tex and unfathomable Nabe of —Y 


or that I had committed ſome flagrant 

predations, that called aloud for public 
marks of anger and reſentment on the 
part of Mr. Coke: or otherwiſe, that I 
had recommended people to his employ- 
ment, in order to ruin him in bricks, in 
glaſs, and mortar; in pineries, hot-houſes, 
and expenſive projects; in ornamenting 
his table and ſideboard with a magnificent 
parade of plate, beyond the gaudy dil- 
play of moſt of the ſovereign princes in 
Europe; and this with a view, perhaps, 
to eaſe myſelf; at Mr. Coke's expence, 
from private inconveniencies or unſeaſon- 
able innuendos from workmen, artiſans and 
architects at home: or that I was endea- 
vouring to deſtroy his intereſt and influ- 
ence 1n the county, by placing unpopular 
and obnoxious men about him; and laſt- 
ly, that my object was to ſhatter his for- 
tunes at firſt ſetting out to ſuch a degree, 
that he ſhould ſpeedily be reduced upon 
a par and level with others: Thele, and 


many other ſuggeſtions of the like hei- 


nous nature, and which could not fail of 
being improved upon by that bright ge- 
nius Squire Shallow (not a hundred miles 
from Sall) and other your brilliant Aid- 
de · Camps and aſſoc iates at Gunton, © ſome 
rat | for 


5 | 
* of the beſt friends. of Mr. Coke “,“ I 
am and have been for ſome time pa't ex- 
poſed to by the late impetuous tally of 
Mr. Coke's, whilſt it remains uncxplained 
and unaccounted for: and thereſore it 
becomes unavoidable, as well as neceffa- 
ry, in juſtice to myſelf, and in indication 
of my own conduct, to addreſs you in 
this public manner, and to flate fatts : 
Every gentleman who reads this letter 
will ſee, that it was my voluntary inten- 
tion to relign my appointment of Audt- 
tor; that ſuch my intention was known; 
it was known ever ſince I found that you, 
Sir Harbord, was concerned and took the 
lead in Mr. Coke's affairs: I had alſo de- 
clared my intention never to enter Holl- 
ham again after the laſt Audit in July, at 
which I thought myſelf ungenteelly uſed 
by Mr. Coke, and by tlie Carpenter you 
was {aid to have introduced to him to va- 
lue his eſtates, (forgetting the old adage, 
Non ex quoms lig no fit mercurius) a ſtep 
that ought not to have been taken by you, 
or ſuffered by Mr. Coke without my 
knowledge, ſo long as I continued to act 
by his own appointment as Auditor over 


his whole eſtate in Norſoik. 504 


I ſhall begin with a copy of my letter 
to you, Sir Harbord, at London, dated 
March 


* See Sir Harbord's Letter. 


(6 6 5 


March zth, 1777, after having premiſed 
the circumilances that occaſioned it. 


Major Gardiner having in the month of 
Auguſt, 1776, received his appointment 
from Derbyſhire of Auditor of all Mr. 
Coke's Eſtates in the county of Norfolk, 
under his hand and ſeal, giving him au- 
thority to view his ſeveral farms, pro- 
ceeded immediately to look over molt of 
the farms, to value, and to make his cal- 
culations and oblervations upon them. 


He had formed a plan for procuring 
Mr. Coke the moſt compleat knowledge 
of all his eſtates in Norfolk, had made his 
calculations upon the value of farms in a 
new method much approved of by ſuch 
gentlemen who ſaw it, and which could 
not fail from the materials he had collect- 
ed in the life-time of his father and Lady 
Leiceſter of being of the greateſt uſe not 
only to Mr. Coke himſelf, but to his family 
after him: All theſe materials and calcula- 
tions were begun tobe entered in his books 
as Auditor of the eſtate, copies of which as 
ſoon as compleated, and as ſoon as he had 
carried his plan into execution, a ſpace 
computed at about three years, were to 
be lodged with Mr. Coke at Holkham for 
his occaſional inſpection, and to be kept 
conſtantly there. — 


ET 

Mr. Coke approved much of his plan, 
and in his letter encloſing the appoint- 
ment of Auditor tranſmitted ſrom Long- 
ford in Auguſt, he exprefled himſelf thus: 
] approve. much of the plan you ſet out 
«upon, and have ſigned and ſent you an 
* order for my tenants 1n general to at- 
* tend you at your pleaſure upon their 
« ſeveral farms.” In his letter from Long- 
ford, Oct. 6th following, he ſays, © I am 
« aſhamed to have taßen no notice of 
your letters, wherein you have given 
me a very good account of the farms 
* you have ſeen; but the method you 
% have taken and the plan you go upon 
** pleaſes me ſo much, that your letters 


require NO an{wer. 


*© T ſhall be ſoon at Holkham for a few 
days the latter end of November, where. 
* I ſhall be very happy to ſce vou: we 
can then regulate and get things into 
6 order.” F 

Theſe letters could not fail of giving 
Major Gardiner great pleaſure: He hac 
alſo the further ſatisfaction of finding on 
Mr. Coke's arrival at Holkham, in No- 
vember, that he had ſpoke of the Major 
as having been of the greateſt ſervice to 
him, frequently having done him the ho- 
nor 


1 
nor of declaring, That he ſhould not 
have known half the valuc of his eſtates 
„ in Norfolk, but from the information 
© of Major Gardiner.“ | 


Mr. Coke returned to London Novem- 
ber the 15th: to this period every thing 
went on very ſmooth, Major Gardiner 
was happy in his appointment, and the 
more ſo as he ſeemed to give ſatisfaction 
to, Mr. Coke: He therefore redoubled his 
efforts and application to ſerve him, hav- 
ing his intereſt moſt fincerely at heart. 


Mr. Coke came no more to Holkham - 
till the Audit in January,, previous to 
which the Major received a letter from 
him, dated January 2, 1777, in which he 
again expreſſes his ſatisfaction in the Ma- 
jor's conduct: His words are, © I received 
the favor of your letter this morning. 
« Encloſed was Mr. ———' propoſal, 
* which gave me great fatisfattion,” &c. 
66 J ſhall be at Holkham at the Audit, and 
* believe me, dear Sir, very ſincerely 
yours, &. | 


The Audit at Holkham commenced on 
- Tueſday Jan. the 14th, 1797; Mr. Coke 
came down on the Sunday before, and 
Major Gardiner went to meet him on the 

Monday 


0:8) 
Monday, and to attend at the Audit: In 
the evening he had a conference with 
Mr. Coke relative to the manner of car- 


rying on the Audit next day. 


Early in the morning, Major Gardiner 
to his very great ſurprize was told, that 
Mr. Coke was gone out a ſhooting ; and 
Mr. Cauldwell was receiving the rents o 
the tenants: the Major was much hurt at 
this, as he had prepared proper books, 
proper forms for auditing. the tenants 
bills, and for entering the ſums paid to 
Mr. Cauldwell, as alſo for auditing the 
accounts that ſhould be delivered in by 
Mr. Cauldwell to Mr. Coke, after the Au— 
dit was over, of the net amount of the 
eſtates, after all deductions on the part of 
the truſt reſted in Mr. Caldwell: This 
he conſidered as belonging to his depart- 
ment as Auditor; he did not confider 
himſelf as having any thing to do with 
Mr. Cauldwell, or to interſere in his truſt 
under Lord Leiceſter's will, but as a gen- 
tleman employed by Mr. Coke to audit 
ſuch accounts as Mr. Cauldwell mult of 
courſe deliver in, which was of the ſur— 
_ remaining in his hands, and to give 

is opinion thereupon to Mr. Coke: this 
with ſurveying and viewing the eſtates, 
and pointing out to him the unprovements 
TEES B that 


G } 
that might be made therein, and recom- 
mending proper tenants and leaſes for the 
approbation of Mr. Coke, entirely ſub- 
ject to his determination, comprized the 
whole of Major Gardiner's department: 
He declined, from the firſt, having any 
concerns or charge of money, of pay- 
ments or receipts, and only intereſted 


himſelf (excluſive of the auditing Mr. 


Cauldwell's, or any other accounts) in 
looking over the eſtate, and procuring 
him the beſt information he could of the 
value of it; and giving him his opinion 
upon any occurrences to the beſt of his 
judgment, whenever Mr. Coke ſhould 
think proper to conſult him. The Major 
was therefore much hurt to find that the 
Audit ſhould paſs without his being call- 
ed upon by Mr. Coke to act oftenfibly in 
the department of Auditor, and to exert 
* at Holkham the powers he had 
inveſted him with under his hand and 
ſeal, and which the Major had exerted 
agreeable to the deſire of Mr. Coke upon 
almaſt every part of his eſtate in the 
county of Norfolk; and this the more 
ſurprized him, as he had pointed out to 
Mr. Coke, the very firſt day of the Au- 
dit, the ne form that Mr, Cauldwell had 


adopted in giving receipts to the tenants 
lor their ſeveral rents paid, being widely 


diflerent 


18110) 

different from thoſe he had given to them 
the year before, in the life- time of his fa- 
ther: this Major Gardiner obſerved, and 
remarked the conſequences to Mr. Coke: 
- Mr. Cauldwell denied the fact, but Major 
Gardiner proved it by feveral receipts 

under his own hand, to the ſatisfaction of 
Mr. Coke. 


It was at this Audit that the Major firſt 
obſerved a coolneſs in the behaviour of 
Mr. Coke : It ſurprized him greatly : 
Confeious of having done every thing in 
his power to ferve him, with the moſt 
anxious fidelity, that he had ſpared no 
yon no expence, no fatigue, to forward 
his intereſt, he was much alarmed: He 
reviewed his own conduct carefully, and 
could find nothing to accuſe himſelf of, 
or that could in the leaſt prejudice Mr. 
Coke againſt him: on the contrary flat- 
tered Pimaſetf that what he had done, 
ſhould; according to reaſon, have recom- 
mended him ſtill fironger to the confi- 
dence of Mr. Coke; his coolneſs there- 
fore to the Major aſtoniſhed him as much 
as it hurt him: hitherto treated by Mr. 
Coke in a confidential manner, and al- 
ways ſo by his late worthy father to the 
day of his death, he was totally at a lofs 
bo to account for this ſudden and unex- 
| B 2 pected 
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pected change: he revolved in his breaſt 
every circumſtance that he could think 
might poſſibly lead to it, but could fix 
upon nothing of any weight or moment 
that was likely to bring about ſuch an al- 
teration in the conduct of Mr. Coke. He 

rew very uneaſy, upon it, and his unea- 
— of mind was ſo viſible as to make it 
a matter of triumph and inſult to Mr. 


Cauldwell; who could not bear the idea 


of having his accounts audited by the 
Major: Great as his uneaſineſs was, tlie 
Major ſupported it without ſhewing any 
reſentment; and a hard taſk it was: to a 
man who had the feelings of a gentleman, 
of an officer, of an injured friend united 
to contend with; but attachment to the 
ſon, and reſpect to the memory of the 
father, kept him cool: No man of any 
degree of ſpirit- could bear without in- 


dignation the being employed in a conſi- 


dential ofhce, without the confidence: 


Whilſt Major Gardiner held the office, he 


ought to have been ſupported in it with 
all the authority Mr. Coke could give him; 
and if Mr. Coke choſe to employ any 
other perſon of ſuperior abilities, and to 
withdraw his condfience from the Major, 
he ſhould at the ſame time have with- 
drawn his appointment, and that in ſuch 

ren nn | a handſome 


S: 


. a handſome and honorable manner as the 
Major's conduct in it had deſerved. 


It then appeared plainly to the Major 
that ſome perſon or other had been his 
enemy. with Mr. Coke, and had done him 
ill offices: that there was ſome ſnake in the 
graſs: ſtill he could not ſuppoſe that Mr. 
Coke, who had made ſuch voluntary and 
open profeſſions of friendihip to him, on 
account of his attachment to his father, 
would ſuffer him to be ſtabbed in the 
dark, and not give him an opportunity 
of knowing his enemy, and of vindicating 
himſelf from any malevolent aſperſions 
that might have been thrown upon him: 
no man lives without enemies: He was 
ſatisfied Mr. Coke would (conſiſtent with 
his profeſſions) act this open géncrous part, 
and candidly give him an opportunity of 
knowing his enemies, and an{wering to 
their accuſations. Honor required this 
juſtice to the Major; Mr. Coke's own 
dignity required it; regard to his father's 
memory demanded it! Mr. Coke had at 
a public meeting addreſſed himſelf to the 
Major, deſiring him * not to think that 
* he had loſt a friend in his father. for 
* he would be that friend to him his fa- 
** ther meant to be: that there was no- 
* thing he would not ſerve him in that 

| ; % was 
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% was in his power:“ with many other 


expreſſions to the ſame effect. Theſe 
profeſſions were voluntary, and there are 


many gentlemen who remember perfectly 
well to have heard them. In his letter, 
May 29th, 1776, wrote ſoon after the 
election, he has the following expreſſions: 
The reſpect and friendſhip with which 


I have heard my father mention your 
* name, induces me not only from incli- 


nation to ſerve you in every thing I 
can, but gratitude, I ſhall be at all 
times happy to hear from you, and 
hope if any thing ſhould riſe at any 
time in Norfolk, you will be ſo kind 


5 as to inform me. | 
| « Believe me ever, &c.” 


Now it was very ſtrange, that after ſuch 


warm profeſſions of friendſhip, any per- 


Jon whatever ſhould have influence e- 
nough with Mr. Coke to prevail upon 
him to act a part fo directly contrary to 
them : Sir Harbord was acquainted with 
his father, Mr. Chad” the ſame, and Mr. 


Gay, his preſent prime miniſter; yet none 


of theſe had influence ſufficient with the 
late Mr. Coke to make a breach between 
the Major and him; on the contrary, he 
placed more confidence in the Major than 
all three of them put together; and the 
3 Major 


3 
Major had the honor of that intimacy and 
confidence with him to the time of his 
deceaſe, as he could prove by letters now 
in his poſſeſſion. It therefore appeared 
very particular that the | dag Mr. Coke, 
who expreſled his friend{hip to the Major 
ſo warmly, on account of his attachment 
to has Jeu ſhould be prejudiced againſt 
him by men who were not in equal confi- 
dence with his father :- the Major was the 
ſame man as in the life-time of the late 
Mr. Coke; they were the ſame men; 
they had not power to hurt him with the 
father, and therefore according to right 
realon (excluſive of his own profeſſions) 
they ought not to have had influence e- 
nough to have hurt him with the fon : If 
the Major was worthy the confidence of 
the late Mr. Coke, he certainly was wor- 
thy that of bis fon, and no diſparagement 
to him: The late Mr. Coke was a man of 
underſtanding, ſolidity, and experience; 
he was a man to be rehed on; he knew 
the world well; he wanted not to take 
his characters of perſons at ſecond-hand, 
and deſpiſed all invidious milrepreſenta- 
tions ariſing from jealouſy and envy ; he 
ſaw through little arts and little minds, 
men of duplicity and low {ycophant cun- 
ning could not deceive him : he was not. 
to be ſhaken in his ſriendſhips by the 
"IT ER | ſenſcleſs 
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ſenſeleſs aſperſions of every illiterate 


booby Sgutre, who from his birth and edu- 


cation might be qualified to give his opi- 
nion upon a kat, but not upon a ed or 
heart; as little was he to be moved by 
thoſe who aſſumed pomp and parade, and 
affected a conſequence and weight in the 
county they never could attain; and if 
there was any ſuch, of an overbearing in- 
ſolent diſpoſition, who was a tyrant to 
his family, to his tenants, and to his neigh- 
bours, this man he was ſure to deſpiſe; 
for of all things the late worthy repreſen- 
tative of this county deteſted oppreſſion 
moſt; he could not endure any thing that 
looked like an arbitrary act, where power 
and wealth were employed to gain a vic— 
tory over equity and reaſon: he abhorred 
every ſtretch of cruel authority, and I re- 
member ſhuddered at the inhumanity of 
the proceedings at Howe when related to 
him. He was a man, with whom to be in- 
timate was an honor, for he had abilities 
to judge of the merit of his friend, and 
ſteadineſs not to forſake him: he was not 
to be driven to each corner of the compaſs 
by the wind that blowed at the time: per- 
ſeverance, truth, and honeſty were about 


him, and directed all his motions: In a 


word, he was a man, of whom all men 


ſpoke well, and the greateit compliment 


x n 


3 
that could be paid the preſent Mr. Coke, 
would be to ſay he reſembled his father: 
the county preſumed this, for they choſe 
him their repreſentative upon his father's 
merits, and as he approaches to his con- 
duct, more or leſs, ſo probably will his 
reception be upon another occaſion; but 
whether his throwing himſelf into the 
hands of Sir Harbord, and his two amia- 
ble aſſociates, Mr. Chad and Mr. Gay, 
(both placemen) will recommend him to 
the body of Norfolk Frecholders, or not, 
time alone muſt diſcover; and that time 
is not a great way off. In his letter to the 
Major of May 29, 1776, quoted before, 
he ſays, te Chair (of the County of 
Norfolk) ig the higheſt ſtalion I wiſh to 
* be raiſed to.” If ſo, his attention muſt 
be directed to other objects and other 
connections, I apprehend, than it has been 
lately, or he may run the hazard of not 
obtaming the hrghe/t ſtation he wiſhes to 
+ be raifed to,” at leaſt if the preſent ſen- 
timents of the generality of people ſhould 
then prevail. | N 


- But to return to the Audit at Holkham 
in ary, at which Major Gardiner firſt 
diſcovered an alteration in the behaviour 
of Mr. Coke: Scarce was it over, when 
Mr. Gay arrived from Norwich with a 
811 . large 
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large bundle of papers in a green bag, 
and was received by Mr. Coke with eve- 
ry mark of open reſpect and cordiality, 
and it appeared allo that he was expefted 
by Mr. Coke, which he had never men- 
tioned to the Major. Major Gardiner up- 
on this left Holkham the next day, and 
returned no more till Mr. Gay was gone. 
Mr. Coke continued the ſame cool beha- 
viour to the Major, but ſtill never ex- 
plained himſelf in an ming 4 or aſſigned 
any reaſon for the refirve e ſhewed. It 
then firſt ſtruck the Major that Sir Har- 
bord was at the bottom in theſe unexpect- 
ed manceuvres, and recollecting a cir- 
cumſtance that paſſed at the Audit, he 
was confirmed in it: Mr. Gay's arrival un- 
known to the Major was à clear denoue- 
ment of the affair: at leaſt it appeared ſo 
to the Major, Who unable to ſupport Mr. 
Coke's treatment any longer, ſent to de- 
lire to ſpeak to him zn private. He ac- 
cordingly had a long conference with Mr. 
Coke, Who at that time declared his in- 
tention of adopting a plan of economy, 
which was ſtrongly recommended to him 
by the Major; Mr. Coke in this confe- 
rence was more communicative than the 
Major from his behaviour before expect- 
ed, and after converſing upon pri vate bu · 


ſineſs for ſome time, and afterwards on 
EI — 


( 19 ) 
the future arrangement of his affairs upon 
his return into the country, the Major 
retired, obſerving only to him as he left 
the room, that for want of his exerting 
* himſelf at the Audit, the tenants were 
* gone away with a notion, that Mr. 
* Cauldwell had all the power of the 
* eſtate in his own hands, and that he 
* was conſidered by them as their land- 
* lord; that they would not fail to give 
it out ſo as ſoon as Mr. Coke was gone, 
* and report every where that he (Mr. 
Coke) and Major Gardiner had nothing 
* to do with the eſtate, and that Mr. 
Coke lived at Holkham by the ſufer- 
* ance of Mr. Cauldwell.” All which ac- 
cordingly happened as the Major predict- 
ed to Mr. Coke, in a very few days after 
he had left the country. 


Mr. Coke ſet out for London January 
25, and the Major and he parted with 
much more apparent frieadſhip and con- 
fidence than the prior proceedings at the 
Audit promiſed the Major, for he did not 
conſider Mr. Coke as maſter of great diſ- 
{mulation : in conſequence of what paſſed 
between Mr. Coke and him, the latter con- 
cluded, that a regular eſtabliſhment and 
plan would take ice upon his return into 
Wt - LO Norfolk, 
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Norfolk, under the direction of the Ma- 
Jor, which when once adopted, and a me- 
thod and arrangement. fixed, his affairs 
would move on in a certain train, like 
clock work, to his great eaſe and ſatisfac- 
tion, and to the gradual improvement of 
his income and his eſtate, 


But how was Major Gardiner aſtoniſh- 
ed, when ſo ſoon afterwards as Lynn 
Mart (February 14) he heard 1t reported 
every where, that he was removed from 
* his appointment, and that he had no- 
** thing further to do at Holkham, with 
* the addition, that Mr. Gay had been 
* ſent over after the Audit by Sir Har- 
* bord Harbord, expreſly to adviſe Mr. 
* Coke nat to continue the Major any 
longer in the department of Auditor of 
e his eſtates, in which he then acted ;” 
at the ſame time no reaſons were report- 
ed to have been aligned by Sir Harbord 
for giving ſuch advice to Mr. Coke. 


Tho! Major Gardiner at ſirſt paid little 
regard to ſuch vague and unauthenticated 
reports, yet when he afterwards found, 
that no anſwers were returned to his let- 
ters, even when wrote on particular buſi- 
neſs and where an anſwer was required: 
that perſons ſaid to be recommended 5 

IF 
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Sir Harbord began to be employed at 
Holkham, without any participation from 
Mr. Coke, and on deſigns totally contra- 
dictory to what Mr. Coke had declared 
to the Major at Holkham to be his inten- 
tions; when he heard 1t aflerted in all 
companies that Sir Harbord, Mr. Chad, 
* and Mr. Gay, had got the abſolute direc- 
« tion of Mr. Coke's affairs, &c. that the 
glory of Holkham was now all over,” 
with many expreſſions of the like import, 
he then began to think ſeriouſly of the 
affair, and to be of opinion with the ge- 
nerality of people that Sir Harhord, to 
whom he had never given the leaſt of- 
fence was indeed become his undoubted 
enemy with Mr. Coke: the Major's. fitua- 
tion at this juncture was extremely dif- 
agreeable ; He had a batren ſceptre placed 
in his hands by Mr. Coke which com- 
manded no authority, and a power in his 
pocket which challenged no reſpect, fo 
that he ſaw plainly he was only made a 
tool of, and wes looking over farms, 
making calculations, and forming plans 
{or the improvement of Mr. Coke's ellates 
for Sir Barbord's ſurveyors and artiſicers 
to reap the benefit of. | 


As therefore this was a matter of the 
utmoſt importance to the Major, who 
had 


62 
had ſo lately been appointed to an office 
which he expected to continue for life, 
and who was now according to public re- 
port removed from it thro' the unfriendly 
inſinuations of Sir Harbord, whoſe de- 
ſign it might be, (as every where then 
related, and as it has jince happened) to 
ſupplant the Major and to place Mr. Gay 


in his ſtead, he thought it incumbent up- 


on him to come to ſome ſort of explana- 
tion with Sir Harbord upon it, and ac- 
cordingly wrote a letter to him to the 
following purport. | 


Mount Amelia, March 5, 1777. 
* Dear Sir, | 


A variety of ſtrange reports, ſome 
*. of which I know to be falſe, havin 
„ been lately circulated by Mr. C i 
and his party with uncommon induſtry, | 
of meſlages and applications to Mr. 
„Coke in favor of Mr. C—1l and to 
4 = diſad vantage from ſeveral perſons 
of conſequence in this county, and 


amongſt the reſt 2 name being given 


** out as one of them, tho' I pay no re- 


pi gard to ſuch injurious reports myſelf, 
vet ſtill as they were ſo very freely cir- 
* culated at Lynn Mart, they could = 

paſs 
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-paſs unnoticed by me or the friends of 


Mr. Coke who heard them. | 


V am very certain that had I wanted 
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N. „ „ ** I * 
: T therefore thoughe 
I did not want any particular recom- 


à recommendation to Mr. Coke, I 


ſhould have had it from Sir Harbord as 
ſoon as any one gentleman in the county, 
and indeed you would have been one 
of the firſt men I ſhould have applied 
to for it, but my attachment to the late 


Mr. Coke's intereſt was o well known 
in this county, and the intimacy I had 
the honor to live with him in to the 


laſt, that I judged it unneceſſary to 
trouble my friends on that ſubject; and 
the more ſo as it fortunately happened 
that I had it in my power to do the 
preſent Mr. Coke a ſingular piece of 
{ſervice before his appearance as a can- 
didate in room of his eſteemed father: 


this I acquainted you with at the aſſem- 


bly at Norwich the night of his. elec- 
| * * | * * 
4 25 2 * 


mendation to the preſent Mr. Coke, 
and of courſe did not ſolicit it: but 
when it is publicly reported and in cof- 
fee-houſes, that thoſe very rg oa | 
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% hom I eſteemed my friends have beeti 
% my enemies with him, and are at this 
time endeavouring to hurt me in his 
% opinion, and that Sir Harbord is one 
aol the number, I am under a neceſſity 
* of juſt mentioning it, not as a matter of 
belief, but as mere matter of report: 
* I do not. beheve 1t nor will: However 
* as it has happened it may not be im- 
** proper to acquaint you, Sir, with the 
nature of my department in the office 
* of Auditor to which Mr. Coke appoint- 
ed me laſt ſummer, and which has oc- 
* caſioned ſo much envy and ſtirred up 
* {o much malice againſt me. | 


=_ Laſt ſammer Mr. Coke did me the 
* honor upon my application to appoint 
„% me. Auditor over all his eſlates in 


Norfolk: From the firſt of my appoint- 


* ment I declined having any thing to 


do in money affairs, receipts. or pay- 


* ments, by which you will lee it was 
out of my power to injure him by any 
improper uſe of his money, having no 
„charge of it or any concern with it. 
*«« My offices were exerted in viewing the 
© condition of his eſtates, reporting the 
* {tate of them, the true value of his 
* farms and the rents, and that by a cal- 
* culation of my own that I will dety 
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t any man in Norfolk to come at the 
truth of nearer, to point out to him 


how his farms had been underlett, how 
his buildings have been let down, and 


© what miſerable treatment the Holkham 


eſtate in wn has received of late 
years, and how it was capable of being 
Improved: All which was not the work 
of a moment or of a ſummer, Sir Har- 
bord; I have been acquiring this know- 
ledge and collecting theſe materials for 
years, before Lady Leiceſter's death, 
and kept a conſtant correſpondence 


with the late Mr. Coke on this ſubject : 
All he knew of the Norfolk eſtate, pre- 


vious to Lady Leiceſter's deceale, was 
from me, and from papers I put him in 
poſſeſhon of. Iwill take upon me to 
ſay without vanity, for I can prove it, 
that I know more of the Holkham eſtate 
and the true value and condition of it, 
than any other man in the county, and 
can do Mr. Coke more effectual ſer- 
vices: I am above boaſting of my own 
abilities, Sir Harbord : but when a man 
is attacked, he has a right to urge mat- 
ters a little in his own defence, and 


Feen to ſay more of himſelf than 


would otherwiſe chooſe to do. 


* To give you ſome idea, Sir Hart ord, 


of the method in which I act, and that 
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you may not inadvertently be led away 
yourſelt by infinuations to my preju- 
dice, I have encloſed to you a paper 
from my book as Auditor, which will 
convince you of my attention to Mr. 
Coke's intereſt, and the manner in which 
I lay things open before him: Thoſe 
gentlemen I have ſhewn it to, approve 
it much, and 1t would give me addi- 
tional pleaſure that it met with your 
approbation, or that you' pointed out 


to me any material defect. Facts will 


ſpeak for themſelves, Sir Harbord, and 
to that unerring ſtandard I ſhall appeal 


in all my tranſactions with Mr. Coke. 


“ *Tis a ſtrange fatality attending me, 
that after having ſerved fo many gen- 


tlemen in this county in their intereſts 
occaſionally, and having received no 


very particular favors from any of 
them, that no ſooner does any occur- 
rence take place, that may promiſe ad- 
vantage or credit to the ſmall abilities 
I poſſeſs, or the anxious zeal I exert, but 
miſconſtructions and miſrepreſentations 


crowd in upon me; tho' at the ſame 


time fortified with the friendſhip and 
good will of many of the firſt people 
in the county: Tis therefore that on 


ſuch occaſions as the preſent that TI 


ſhould 


(w 1 
5 ſhould experience the ſupport and 


** countenance of thoſe friends againſt in- 
6 Iezous and treacherous enemies. - 


Alt is a miſerable policy, Sir Harbord, 
to neglect friends and to court enemies, 
for it is by friends alone that enemies 

can be conquered: The man, who 

« ſtands by his friend, ſtrengthens his 

© own intereſt more than is obſerved by 

the common eye in general. 


* 
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© I had a letter lately ſrom * * 
* thinks very different from thoſe who 
* have endeavoured, according to 1 0 
* to hurt me with Mr. Coke: He ſays 
1 Mr. Coke will continue I am perſuaded i 

ſet a true value upon a failiful Fd, 
* and I am ſure, without any compliment, 

„ your abilities muſt be of infinite conſe- 
quence to um I am likewiſe gd to find 
* Your em 225815 zs of ſuch a nature, that 
* it will be conſiſtent with the gout, and 0 


Ec 


« far from hurting your health, will be the 


means of amending it. Such are the 
* ſentiments of a very reſpectable friend 
** of your's and Mr. Coke's, Sir Harbord. 


am now to make an apology: to 
you, Sir, for this long and tedious epiſ- 
** tle, but 1 thought it was a juſtice due 
_ D 2 to 


„ 


©,» bh 

* to you, as well as to myſelf, to make 
you acquainted with reports ſo very 
5 injurious. 


Alt is now twenty-one years and up- 
** wards, ſince you have experienced my 
5 unalterable attachment to your intereſt; 
** and for old friends to have ſo long an 
attachment interrupted from a princi- 
ple of falſe delicacy, was inconſiſtent 
* with that ſincerity with which I have 
ever profeſſed to be, | 


Dear Sir, ; 
| Your moſt obedtent Servant, 
E a RICHARD GARDINER.“ 


Sir Hurbord Harbord, Bart. 
Albemarle-Street, London. 


- To this letter, Sir Harbord, you wrote 
me an anſwer to the following purport : 
It was not ſealed with your arms, nor, 
though dated from London, had it the 
London poſt- mark upon it, ſo that it ſeems 
to have been a concerted letter, and wrote 
upon a conſultation with others: Mr. Coke 
perhaps was one of the party. 


Albemarle- 


( @9.) 


Albemarle-Street, March 11, 1777. 
5 Dear Sir, | 


J can with great truth aſſure you, 
e that I never have, by letter or conver- 
« ſation, as far as I can recollect, ever 
mentioned your name to Mr. Coke, and 
I ſhould think that no part of my con- 
% duct ſince the year 1756, in which our 
„ acquaintance began, can incline you to 
believe that I am a perſon who with to 
« do you an injury, and unleſs Mr. Coke 
«© was to aſk me my opinion upon any 
* ſubject relative to his affairs, I ſhould 
* be very cautious how I preſumed to 
* offer my advice.“ | 


Had you ſtopped here, Sir Harbord, 
whatever my private opinion might have 
been of your fincerity, I muſt have ac- 
quitted you of the charge of having done 
me any ill offices with Mr. Coke, notwith- 
ſtanding the general reports that ſo much 
prevailed to the contrary : I had acquaint- 
ed you with the accuſation, and you had, 
under your hand, denied the fact: there 
Temained nothing more to be faid, and I 
had no room, nor any right, to take any 
further notice, or to ſhes any reſentment 
on the ſubject; but when you go on @ 
= oy 
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tell me that you only wanted an oppor- 
tunity, the opportunity of Mr. Coke's con- 
ſulting you, to do me an injury with him, 
then a very great ſuſpicion ariſes that you 
had done 1t already, but was aſhamed or 
afraid to own it; and meant to qualify 


your expreſſions in ſuch a manner, that in 


caſe it afterwards came to my ear, ou 
might not appear to have contradicted 


yourſelf, and thereby have given me an 


opportunity to have charged you with. a 
downright falſhood; for after ſaying, 
** You ſhould be very cautious how you 
* preſumed to offer your advice,” you 
immediately add; | 


* But in candour I ſhall fairly tell you, 
* that if Mr. Coke ſhould ever freak to me 
upon this ſubject, 1 cannot in quſtice to 
«© him conceal that there have been many 
« ſevere and unfair reflections caſt upon 


him for his appointment of you. They 


% have been numerous and general, and 
% made even by ſome of his beſt friends; 
that you have ſteadily and uniformly 
«© endeavord to ſerve him and his father, 
«© T have not the leaſt doubt, and as far 
% as my knowledge goes I am ready to 
bear teſtimony of, and I freely declare 


that I wiſh Mr. Coke to give proofs of 


* his kindneſs towards you, but from my 
F fincere 


3 

; 
4 

F 


* 
* 
; 


* 
* - fencere regard for him, can't help being 
concern d that he ſhould do it in a way 


* to give offence or diſguſt any of Its 


66 Friends.“ 


Now if this paragraph breathes the ſpi- 
rit of friendſhip, or on the contrary if it 
does not ſhew a manifeſt deſign in you, 
Sir Harbord, to do me a very material in- 
jury with Mr. Coke, and that to a man who 

ad been your friend for twenty-one years, 
and occaſionally ſerved your intereſt, 
then I am no judge of words; but I ſhall 
give a full and particular anſwer to the 
above, obſerving only firſt, that if Mr. 
Coke's appointment of me to be Auditor 
of his Eſtates gave real offence and diſ- 
guſt to any of his friends, his throwing 
himſelf into your hands, Sir Harbord, 
and permitting you to take the lead in 
his affairs I will venture to ſay has given 


ten times as much, and to his beſt friends 


too: And this is a truth not whiſpered in 
a corner, it is publicly proclaimed aloud: 
You might have heard it, Sir Harbord, 


at horſe races, aſſemblies, or even at the 


aſſizes, where you fhone beyond your 
uſual radiance: Mr. Coke might have 
heard it at all theſe places, without bein 
indebted to the jincere regard” of a kin 
friend, like you, Sir Harbord, who could 
not 
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not in ui, conceal the many “ fevere 
and fair (not unfair) reflections caſt 
«© upon him.” But in pa ſo much 
pains as you have done, Sir Harbord,. to 
diſplay on all occaſions your aſcendency 
over Mr. Coke, I wonder it never {truck 
you that ſome people: might be apt to 
think, that you wanted to ruin me in his 
opinion in order to introduce yourſelf, 
and that theſe ſevere and unfair reflections 
thrown out upon Mr. Coke for his ap- 
pointment of me as Auditor, exiſted no 
where but in your own imagination, and 
were inſtruments in your hands to re- 
move a man you avowed a ſriend- 
ſhip for from an honorable and perhaps a 
lucrative“ office: I wonder your delicacy 
was not hurt, Sir Harbord, in aiming at 
any particular confidence with Mr. Coke 
ſo immediately after I had left him: This 
certainly eſcaped you, or you would 
have declined for the preſent interferin 
ſo much at Holkham, becauſe it gave rife 
to ſuſpicions not greatly to the honor of 
your veracity : It might likewiſe look like 
jealouſy, or envy, frailties of the human 
mind unknown to your amiable diſpoſi- 
tion: In fact, for my own part, I could 


\ 


* Mr. Cauldwell indeed might not find it fo, but others 
bave : Yet Mr. Cauldivell has purchaſed a cottage and a 
few acres at Hilborough, 


88 

as ſoon have ſuſpected you of laying claim 
to part of a gentleman's eſtate upon the 
* meg a dced being loft during 
his minority Or of bringing a number of 
actions againſt a qualified Clergyman, (a 
man of character and much reſpected) for 
ſhooting, under pretence of rights which 
you durſt not try and could not maintain: 
Or that you had ſent your game-keepers 
to ſpring the game before gentlemen 
ſhooting upon their own eſtates: Or in 
ſhort, that you was a tyrant in every ac- 
tion of your liſe. = 


But to return to your letter, Sir Har- 
bord, of March 11, which fort want of 
explanation Occaſioned all the buſtle at 
Norwich, and which has been taken- up 
fo violently by Mr. Coke ſince, to the 
great honor of his impetuoſity and under- 
ſtanding. Had you worded it thus, © I 
** cannot in juſtice to you (not Mr. Coke) 
** conceal that many ſevere and unfair 
* reflections have been caſt upon Mr. 
Coke for his appointment of you,“ in 
that caſe, Sir, you had acted the part of 
a true friend, a part conſiſtent with the 
kind wiſhes you profeſſed to entertain for 
my advantage: You had then put me on 
my guard, and by communicating the 
reflections made, you would have given 
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1 
me an opportunity of preparing Mt. Coke 
againſt them by a proper vindication of 


my own character, and of arming him 
with an anſwer to juſtify his conduct in 


appointing me, againſt any malevolent 
aſperſions whatever: For I dare you, Sir 
Harbord, and all M:/s Margery's maudlin 
devotees at Gunton to — me with 
any one action in the courſe of my life 
throughout, that will reflect more diſho- 
nor on my reputation, than what I can 
fairly retaliate upon you and hem, as ma- 
thematicians fay, in duplicata vel triplicata 
ratione, and have trutk for my founda- 
tion ; for on truth alone I ever build my 
ſatire. No man who is not conſcious of 
ſomething he, about him need ever be 
afraid of me: I hold you all at defiance : 
frailtics and faults in common with others 
tell to my ſhare : 


—Vitys nemo fine naſcitur, optimus ille 


Accuſe me to Mr. Coke, but accuſe me 


like men, and point out the injuries I 


have done to any of you: I never attack- 
ed any man who had. not injured me 
firſt; I ſcorn to ſay any thing knowingly 


of any man that is falſe; and what I dare 
to ſay, I dare to defend. 


There 


Tr 


1 
There is no doubt but the employ of 


Auditor of ſo large an eſtate, beſides the 


honor of the appointment, promiſed great 
advantages, or why have Baronets and 
Judges accepted of the ſame? Is not one 
of the Barons of the Exchequer at this 
day Auditor to a noble Duke? It there- 
fore I was already appointed by Mr. Coke 
to ſo honorable and apparently advantage- 
ous an office, the man that acknowledges 
an inclination to influence Mr. Coke by 
{ſecond hand miſrepreſentations to remove 
me from it, or to leſſen my confidence 
with him, could be no friend, as you, Sir 
Harbord, profeſſed to be to me. I had 
ſerved your intereſt, Sir Harbord, more 
than once; I had a right to expect that 
70u ſhould ſerve me in return, for where 
is the uſe of friendſhip unleſs exerted at 


the time it is wanted, and eſpecially on 


fo material an occaſion as an honorable 


and profitable employment that in all 4 


pearance was likely to continue ſor life. 
He that 1s not for me is again me, are 
words of holy writ verified every hour 
that paſſes, and friends, who will not ſlr 
when their influence is molt wanted, are 
little better than profeſſed enemies, and 
are often in lome degrees worie: Such 
friendſhip is not worth the having, 'tis all 
Linh ot 37, . Moot 
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deceit and grimace; tis all treachery ; tis 
all Sir . | 


For what is the greateſt intereſt uſed at 
Court? but to obtain appointments, places, 
and emoluments.. Are not theſe the ob- 


jects of conteſt and ambition even to men 


of the firſt faculties and of the greateſt 
fortunes? I have heard, Sir Harbord, 
that you once entertained an ambition of 
this fort yourſelf; but could not prevail 
upon ſome public-ſpirited Alderman of 
Norwich to apes your re- election; and 
of courſe was obliged unwillingly to drop 
all thoughts of your appointment, leſt 
you ſhould loſe your ſeat in Parhament, 
an event that ſtill may happen a few years 
hence, and probably without the allevia- 
tion of a place to conſole your diſap- 
pointment. Is not an apparent eſtabliſh. 
ment ſor life an object of moment to every 
man let his ſituation be what it will? If 
therefore your pretended friend will not 


alliſt you in ohtaining ſuch an eſtabliſh- 


ment when opportunity offers, (whether 


it be from Princes or private gentlemen it 


matters not) of what value 1s his friend- 
ſhip? But when it is already obtained and 
the appointment ed, what does that man 
deſerve, . Sir Harbord; who under the 
maſk of * ſincere regard” to the * 

who 


(97... 
who conferred the favor, endeavours to 
defeat bis friend in the enjoyment of it, 
and privately inſinuates to his diſadvan- 
tage magimary reflections that perhaps ex- 
iſt no where but in his own malevolent 
heart? In a heart compounded of envy, 


n jealouſy? In a heart that 


ckens a the proſperity of another ? 

But to come to the point, Sir Harbord ; 
If any ſuch reflections were . caſt, what 
were they? and who were the perſons that 
made them? This was the explanation 
wanted of you at the aſſizes: Had you 
came to me alone, when I defired to ſpeak 
to you in prevate, I ſhould have told you 
this, and there had been no occaſion ſor 
Mr. Durrant and Mr. Coke to have fol- 


lowed me out of the aſſembly into private 


company to require ſecurity of the peace: 
What could alarm you ſo, Sir Harbord p 
It could not be guilt or conſciouſneſs of 
haying done me a cruel and unprovok'd 
injury, for you diſclaim it, and ſurely. 
you are to be believed when you aſſert a 
fact upon your honor © What could then 
alarm you ſo, that a third gentleman muſt 
be called in to hear the converſation ? 
The mens conſcia re is ever fearleſs and 
undaunted: You and 1, Sir. Harbord, 


have had many a private converſation. 


before without the intervention of a third 
| | perſon; 


(,.98. ). 
perſon: Had you aſked to ſpeak to me 
in private, I ſhould have followed you 
inſtantly, for I was always your friend, 
_ what has a friend from a friend to 
ear? 


The two queſtions above were all that 


was meant to be aſked of you, Sir Har- 


bord; they ſtill remain unanſwered, but 
they mult be anſwered. The reaſon for 
aſking them is obvious: When I hear 
what theſe © ſevere and unfair reflectionsꝰ 
are, then I have it in my power to con- 
tradict them, if they are not true, and 
cannot be ſupported as I truſt they can- 
not: At preſent I am wounded in the 
dark and ignorant of the aſſaſſin: It reſts 
upon you, Sir Harbord, to 3 
the charge: A right of defending himſelf 
is the privilege of an Engliſhman, and it 
can never be the part of a profeſſed Patriot 
to abridge that invaluable privilege. 


When the reflections are once known, 
as you, Sir Harbord, aſſert that they were 
made by ſome of © Mr. Coke's beſt 
** friends,” I have then a right to aſk of 
you who thoſe beſt friends are? I have 
then a right to aſk of you as a man of 


honor, who the perſons were that took 


liberties - with my character, and who 
— dared 


| e 

dared to © caſt ſevere reflections“ upon 
Mr. Coke for appointing me Auditor 
over his Eſtates in Norfolk. Lhave a righ 
to demand this act of juſtice from you, and 
Icall upon you for the performance: When 
125 give the names of the gentlemen who 
have taken theſe hberties with my cha- 
racter and Mr. Coke's, I ſhall then apply 
to them and not to you ; but till you have 
done this, you remain to me the ſole au- 
thor of thoſe © ſevere and unfair reflec- 
tions, whatever they were; and I mull 
conclude them, till I know the contrary, 
to have been originally manutactured, 
good Mr. Alderman Harbord, at the looms 
at Gunton, and no where elle; 


We now come to the laſt paragraph of 
your letter, which exprefles a fear that 
„Mr. Coke's open and diſtinguiſhed mark 
of favor“ might give offence to many 
on account of the exertion of my abt- 
* lities in a manner to give oltence to 
* many,” in a word, my writings; for 
that is evidently your meaning. 


Now this is ſurely the moſt ridiculous 
plea that ever was offered to inſult the 
underſtanding or to ſcreen a malicious in- 
tention ; beſides it is ſo eaſily and fo ob- 
vioully anſwered. Was the late Mr. Coke, 

| (a man 
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(a man of experience and knowledge. of the 
world) offended at my writings, and He 
had read them all? No; was he afraid of 
ſhewing open and diſtinguiſhed marks 
of favor to me,” leſt any of his © beſt 
* friends” ſhould take it ill? No; the 
contrary is publicly known to be true. 
Was there ever an inſtance of any one 
gentleman in the county who ſhewed an 
inattention to the late Mr. Coke, or a lefs 
warm attachment to his intereſt. on ac- 
count of the intimacy, that notwithſtand- 
ing my writings, ſubſiſted between him 
and me? No; I defy you, Sir Harbord, 
to produce any one inſtance of it. 


My writings! a very pretty accuſation 
truly! And 1s this really all, Sir Harbord, 
that can be alledged againſt me? Is this 
the mighty foundation for alt theſe “ ſe- 
* vere and unfair reflections caſt upon 
* Mr. Coke for his appointment,“ and for 
his «© open and diltingutſhed marks of 
% favor?” My writings! why ſurely you 
are in jeſt, Sir Harbord ; why they are, 
or ought to be the ſtrongeſt ol 8 in 
my favor to the preſent Mr. Coke : It was 
my writings that ſupported his father's in- 
tereſt at the conteſted election; it was my 
writings that oppoſed the writings of his 
enemies, it was my writings that 3 | 


( 41 ) 
the eyes of the freeholders in reſpect to 
General Warrants and their advocates ; 
and my writings were held to be of ſome 
ſervice to you on a particular occaſion. It 
would be very ungenerous and very impo- 
litic in the preſent Mr. Coke to affront 
me for what recommended me to his fa- 
ther, and what was inſtrumental in re- 
trieving that honor to him which the fa- 
mily had 4%, I mean, the honor of re- 
preſenting this great commercial county 
in Parliament. Had you, or“ his belt 
* friends” proved to him that my cha- 
racter as a ſoldier had been impeached; 
that I had turned my back in action 
againſt the enemy laſt war; that my con- 
duct in the army, had been arraigned, 
and that my brother officers ſpoke diſre- 
ſpectfully of my behaviour; this had 
been to the purpoſe; or that I was a man 
of no eſtimation, had no reſpectable con- 
nections or acquaintance in the county, 
viſited no gentlemen of rank and conſe- 
quence in it, nor was vilited by any; this 
too had been ſomething: But thefe things, 
Sir Harbord, neither you nor your pro- 
pagators of ſevere and unfair reflec- 
tions” dare to ſay, becauſe you know I 
have ſo many friends to contradict them. 
Had you ſaid that I was not the fr:end of 
Mr. Coke, or firmly attached to his inte- 
ah F reſt 
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reſt, this had been ſomething; but this 
you have not the khardtefſe to affirm, on 
the contrary you acknowledge the reverſe 
to be true in this your letter. But now, 
Sir, as to theſe very writings which gave 
ſo much offence to your delicate feelings: 


1 believe in all conteſted elections and in 


all payne quarrels they are known to 
abound, I believe even without excep- 
tion, ſo there is nothing ſingular in all 
this; daily experience confirms this to be 
a fact; and tho' you, Sir. Harbord, are 
happy in being ſo very popular in your 
neighbourhood, and in the city of Nor- 
wich, yet I ſhould not be ſurprized if a 
ſong or ſatire ſhould ſuddenly catch you 
at either of thoſe places, and if it docs, 
it muſt be your virtue and integrity that 
protects you from ridicule, not the mag- 
nrficent offices at Gunton, or the memory 
of the - flver flars that were flymg all 
abroad in the ſtreets of Northwalſham : 
You might, Sir Harbord, notwithſtanding 


that gentleneſs of diſpoſition that diſtin- 


guiſhes you, and that breaſt overflowing 
with the milk of human kianejſs, you 
might accidentally ſlide into ſome humor- 
ous ſong ſhould you offend a man of po- 
etical abilities, | 5 


Genus ixrritabile vatum. 


And 


13 

And yet the author might be a very good 
ſort of being and of an amiable character 
too, tho' he ſatarized you, and even re- 
preſented you in an odious light; a light 
which nobody in this county could ſee 

ou in without indignation, as your 
Lndiet humanity to your tenants, and the 
endulgent arlicles propoſed in all their 
leaſes, have long ſecured you a name be- 


yond the reach of envy or the power of 
emulation. 


It 1s wonderful that you, Sir Harbord, 
who have ſate twenty-one years in a Houle 
that from the continual abuſive language 
that flows from {de to fide, has been fre- 
quently ſtiled a Har- garden, ſhould all F 
a ſudden turn ſo delicate and ſqueamiſh 
as not to digeſt a few light pieces of hu- 
mour, or ludicrous election ſongs and 
ſquibs; but with an air of ſerious ailecta- 
tion would pretend to make them a bar 
to a friend's proſperity and welfare; Did 

ou never know an inſtance in public 
life of a gentleman's having received 
* open and diſtinguiſhed marks of favor“ 
even from his SOVEREIGN, after many 
poignant and ſevere attacks againſt his 
Miniſlers, fo ſevere that they have fallen 
very little ſhort of being perſonal to Ma- 
jeſty itſelf? In plain words, have you 
= — known 


—U ————ñꝗ3 V EE DSS CT 


— = — — —— _- 8 PI — _ <= — —_— =_ 
. 5 2 7 
„ — = = - þ —_ — — —_ — 83 
—ũ⅛ ꝓ tl! x LS ͤ—17“er UU ð —— — D ũ᷑—XUü6'! ———.ñ—U a b — 
x : 88 = b ; — — 
ub. ——— —Eö—ää . — . — 
= 


—U ö — ͤ u0di — —ͤ—ñ— 


= 
6363 


F Ln 
„ 
— — WS - :. — — 
— — wan ar 
r — 


( 44 ) 


known no. inſtance where this freedom of 
ſpeech and fprrit of abuſe has not only de- 
prived a gentleman from enjoying the 
advantages. of royal favor, but have ac- 
tually been the main ſpring of recom- 
mendation to his being taken into office? 
And do you, Sir, bring up a few private 
ſatirical flights in com — or light 
pieces of humour, as ſnd reaſon and 
argument for vindicating an ungenerous 
attempt to blaſt the reputation and injure 


the laſting intereſt and welfare of your 
friend? | | | 


Some humourous pages that perhaps 
might gall 
* A fimple Simkin B--r—d at S—-?” 


Surely, Sir Harbord, you have forgot 
yourſelf, or as the Iriſi ſay, are makeng 
game of Mr. Coke. Have not the e! 
men and greateſt wits of all ages trafficked 
1 in ſatire and ridicule, odes 
and epigrams, and often too in private 
cenſure and reproach? Have not they 
frequently held up to public obſervation 
and public infamy baſe and groveling 
characters, men who were daily guilty of 
a thouſand mean actions, and whoſe for- 
tunes only preſerved and protected them 
from univerſal contempt ? Men callous 5 

by 8 
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all ſentiments of honor, and loſt to every 
ſenſe of ſhame ? Men who never had un- 
derſtanding to find out, that all gentlemen 
are upon an equality, and that it is bes 
hamour and not property that makes the 
gentleman ? And yet have not the authors 
and writers of theſe, which perhaps you 
may call, Sir Harhord, diſgraceful, ſcan- 
dalous, and inflammatory compoſitions, 
role to the higheſt honors in the ſtate? 
And are the employments, revenues, and 
intereſts of a private country gentleman, 
like Mr. Coke, objects more ſacred than 
thoſe of the crown? or his perſon more 
to be revered than that of a King ? 


If I have offended in my writings, Sir 
Harbord, I have alſo pleaſed: Your ta- 
ther thanked me in perſon for my vindica- 
tion of his character: So did ſeveral other 
gentlemen of the firſt rank and conſe- 


quence in this county: I have the late 


Mr. Coke's letter of thanks on that occa- 
tion; and will you believe it, Sir Har- 


bord, I have now Hing before me hints of 


your's in your own hand-writing to inſert 
in publications! Surely therefore, Sir, 
you ſhould be the 4 man to impart diſ- 
advantageous ſentiments on is head to 
Mr. Coke; If you att with candor and 
F* juſtice” to hm, I think L have a little 
5 right 
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right to expect that you ſhould act with 
the ſame candor and * juftice” to me: and 
indeed I ſhould naturally have thought 
that you would have ſupported and 
ſtrengthened my intereſt with Mr. Coke, 
and in no ſhape whatever have attempt- 
ed to weaken or undermine it. 


If you, Sir Harbord, or any of the 
** beſt friends of Mr. Coke” can point out 
to him and prove, that I was not quali- 
fied for the office he had appointed me 
to; that I was not capable to audit an 
eſtate; that I was ignorant of the value of 
land, and other circumſtances attendin 
the employment of Auditor, there woul 
then have been an opening and a ground 
to work upon; there would have been a 
field for his pri vy-counſellor of 7hurs/ord 
ever at hand, and thence called ludi- 
crouſly Coke's Shadow, and other his well 
ſelected band of miniſters, Simple Simon 
of Sall, and others as penetrating as he 
is to have launched into; but if none of 
this choice groupe of rural Magi, theſe 
roiſe men of the Eaſt, theſe © beſt friends” 
of Mr. Coke, can prove any of theſe 
points, as I truſt they cannot, 1s it not 
ridiculous to abſurdity to urge their au- 
thority as if of weight againſt a man whoſe 
fidelity and experience has borne the teſ- 
| timony 
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timony of years, and whole ſervices 
would have amply repaid Mr. Coke for 
any emoluments or favors derived from 
his appointment. | 


But now that you have ſucceeded, Sir 
Harbord, what is your victory? You 
have prevented me from carrying a plan 
into execution that would have improved 
his eſtate to a great amount, and kept his 
tenants flouriſhing at the ſame time, and 
this plan I have luckily communicated to 
no one. Do you think that the 1gnorant 
carpenters ' and agents he has ſince em- 
loyed are capable of doing this, Sir Har- 
bord? Jam bold to lay, they are not; 1 
am bold to ſay from what I have ſcen of 
their operations, that they are ruining the 
eſtate to all intents and purpoles ; and that 
they are totally ignorant of what tliey are 
about; and that Mr. Coke has not a man 
mongſt them, who has his real intereſt at 
heart, and if he had, that has capacity to im- 
prove it to the utmoſt in this county: but I 
will tell you what they have, Sir Harbord ; 
they have moſt conſummate cflrontery, the 
conſequence at all times of ignorance and 
incapacity. Mr. Coke will fee his error 
in time, and learn the true difference and 
diſtinction between a ſteady perſeverance 
and a wilful obſtinancy : Between an un- 
ſhaken reſolution to ſupport a known 
friend 
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friend, anti liſtening to the deſultory opi- 
nions of thoſe who are only ſo in name. 
Will you or any of theſe © beſt friends” 
improve his eſtate for him? or have they 
abilities to do 1t? or have they a greater 
and completer knowledge of all particu- 
tars and circumſtances relative to' the 
_ eſtate? If they are not equal to it, and 
have prevented another from doing it up- 
on a new and more improved plan than 
is at preſent known, will not Mr. Coke 
hereafter: have reaſon to think of you and 
them “ his beſt friends,” that in truth you 
have been his wort of enemies? i 


But now, Sir, give me leave to add, 
in contradiction to any injurious inſinua- 
tions to you, Sir Harbord, to the con- 
trary, that Mr. Coke's appointment of me 
as Auditor of his Eſtates in Norfolk, 
pleaſed many, very many, reſpectable 
and powerful friends of his; I will ven- 
ture to name them againſt any ſet you 
ſhall produce; Sir Harbord, and that it 
did not a little avail his intereſt in this 
county: It ſhewed publicly that he was 
not unmindful of his father's friend, and 
it ſhewed alſo (an object of popularity 
ever!) that he would: ſerve thoſe that 
ſerved him: and give me leave to tell 
you, Sir Harbord, that in proportion = 
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he gave 2 to many gentlemen of 


rank and fortune in his appointment of 
me, his ſudden and abrupt recall of that 
„ e for no one reaſon but what 
paſſed between you and me at the aſſizes 
at Norwich, muſt giye on'the other hand 
equal diſſatis faction and diſguſt, and efpe- 
cially to thoſe who do me the honor to 
call themſelves my. friends. 

As'to Mr. Coke's difobliging any parti- 
cular people. by his appointment of me, 
it is a poor argument to be made uſe of 
to a Member for a county : Can. any gen- 
tleman ſuppoſe that all his friends a an 
election are in harmony with each other, 
and have no private piques between them 
Or 1s 1t to be expected that he 1s to enter 
into all their animoſities, or be obliged to 
humour their ſeparate reſentments? A 
Member for a county is to ſteß forward, 
Sir Harbord, and not to. confine his 1deas 
or actions within the narrow circle of a 
few deſigning, ſelf-important individuals, 
a junto of inconſiderable or conſiderable 
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men, it is all the ſame, for Norfolk will 
not be govern'd by a. junto, though you, 
Sir Harhord, with all your amiable qua- 
lities -of head and heart was to take. the 
lead in it. Whenever Mr. Coke truſts to 
ſach connections as thoſe, he will find he 
5248050 CER TT 


(@ 
truſis to; thoſe.,only that will bring him 
into, dilgrace and diſappointment. 'r 

f 4p - EE, now 10 the e e of 
your. Jeter, ** You, may be aſſured. that 
i” any. thing 10, your advantage will as far 
* as. relates, to myſelf. only, give me very 
« ſincere pleaſure, an 8 lol! | 


| I am, with: great n | 
te d eur, obliged friend and 


17 * . 
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Now wilt 5 man be ſo uſestpable 
as not to believe Six Harbord to be my 
true friend, after ſuch. Afflurahces under 
his own' "hand? Sir Hatbq rd, could I but 
reconcile to myſelf that it vas poſlible for 
a man to wiſh me well at, the ſame” time 
he profeſſes his intention of taking 1th: 
firſt opportunity that offered to do 
moſt itretrievable luce I could $f Ig 
heve: you to be the beft and firmeſt friend 
J had in the world: Could I but recon- 


Eile to myſelf that it was oa for a 


Man 


man to receive pleaſure from' any adban- 
ar as Ye- 


ſuch equivocal appearances and unmean- 


r 


One thing was very evident; that a man 
of generoſity and noble ſpirit would in 
your ſituation, Sir Harbord, have made 
a point with Mr. Coke, that ſome other 
reaſon ſhould have been given for the re- 
call of my appointment than any differ- 
ence between you and me; or that Mr. 
Coke ſhould ** decline to receive me at 
„ Holkham,” on account of any affair of 


honor in which 25 was ſuppoſed to be a 


party concerned: And if Mr. Coke's let- 
ter, ſo repugnant to all his prior aſſurances 
of friendſhip and gralitude, had been ſent 
without your knowledge and previous to 
your arrival at —_ alter the aſſizes, 
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in point of that -delicacy- of which you 
boaſt the tendereſt and niceſt feelings, 
you ſhould then have taken the very firſt 
opportunity that offered to acquaint me, 
that you was totally ignorant of that tranſ- 
action, and was a flranger to your name 
having been made uſe of on the occaſion; 
This opportunity you had the very next 
day after Mr. Coke had ſent his letter; it 
being Public Day at Holkham; a large 
company there, and many of my friends 
preſent ; ſome of whom converſed with 
you upon it; when inſtead of expreſſing 
any concern, or apologizing for Mr. Coke's 
precipitate conduct, or to uſe his own ex- 
preſſion, © the inconſiderate ſtep he had 
„taken, you ſeemed to enjoy and tri- 
umph in the event, and ſpoke of me in 
ſuch terms as it cannot do you honor to 
be reminded of hereafter: The booby 
Eſquire, who ſeconded you, Simple Simi. 
An, is an object beneath notice. | 


Jo return to your letter, Sir, of March 
11th. To this letter, as you know, I 
made no immediate reply, thinking it re- 
quired a perſonal explanation, and lo de- 


ferred it to the ſummer aſſizes, when I 


thought I ſhould not fail of meeting you, 
Mr.. Coke in the mean time returned into 
Norfolk, at which time I expected, that 
: according 


8 

according to what had paſſed between him 
and me before he left Holkham laſt lanu— 
ary, that a proper and regular eſtabliſh- 
ment would take place, and his affairs be 
put into a proper channel, and. in the 
train and order of ceconomy propoſed at 
that time by me, and 1 e to by Mr. 
Coke; but in this I was diſappointed as in 
every other expectation Lt 

Mr. Coke's aflurances and protelitons : ſo 
that it was to demonſtration plain that 
either you, Sir Harbord, or ſome other 
perſon had totally deſtroyed my influence 
with him, and univerſal report gave it to 
you. | 


Seeing therefore by all appearances at 
Holkham, by the continual viſits at Thurl- 
ford, and the private conſultations I ob- 
ſerved with Mr. Chad and other ſtriking 
particulars, how affairs were going; I de- 
termined to draw irom Mr. Coke an ex- 
planation of his conduct if poſſible; and 
finding it not very caſy in converſation 
always to get a direct anſwer from him, 
(to what cauſe it is owing let others who 
have ſeen him judge) I reſolved to put 
my ſentiments in writing fully, and ae. 
cordingly the week before the. Audit, 
(July 8th and gth). I ſent him a letter, of 
which the following 1s an extract, 


© Dear 


ormed under 


— 
. LA) 


ce 


cs 


Ta] 


Dear Sir, 


ce By Saturday's polt in purſuance of 


your inſtructions, I wrote to the prin- 


_cipal praprictors of eſtates at Bintry, 
appointing Thurſday in aſſize week, 


(July 24th) for ſuch .of them to meet 


at Norwich, who defired to confer with 


you, upon the intended bill relative to 


that pariſh. 


J act, Sir, as your friend, as a man 
of honor, as a gentleman as well as 
Auditor of your Eſtates : You ſeem not 
to know me, Mr. Coke,. or Sir Harbord 
has given you ſuch 1deas of me as are 
as unworthy of him as me; you ſeem 
alſo not to know Sir Harbord, Sir; but 
you will know more of him before this 


s preſent month is paſſed. 


* I as your father's friend and from 


* your voluntary profeſſions of friendſhip 


* to me on that account at the nomination, 


cc 
6c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


. 


have engaged in an office that cannot 
fail of being productive of the moſt 
advantageous conſequences to your fu- 
ture welfare and happineſs. I am not 
for leading you, Sir, into expences at 
firſt ſetting off, (Norfolk has ſeen but 

. cc too 


ce 


LA) 


«£6 


ec, 


6 


. ce My affection to your late Wor orthy: fa 


( 35 J 
too many melancholy inſtances of early 


exceſs) ſuch as I know mult hurt your 
peace of mind Berner. 


* 


ther, and regard to you the heir of his 


Ortunes and I make no doubt of his vir- 


* tues, have made me painfully ſilent a long 


66 
cc 
cc 
* 
T 


Tn 


while under very injurious treatment. 
I expected; that your, appolntment.— 
was not to be conſidered as Precartous, 
or to be made uneaſy to me by the miſ- 
repreſentations of any enemies what- 
ever, and eſpecially of thoſe who dare 


* Not aVOW. their ſentiments to me in ber- 


” on: In ſuch a light I expect I ſtand 


ce 


* with you at, preſent, and I will exert 
,cvery | endeavour to promote your real 


ws & # * 


* intereſt and happinels, as long as L am 


treated with that reſpe& which is due 
to me as Auditor of your Eſtates, and 


as the intimate and confidential mend 
of your. deceaſed faber. * 


4 If vou > nat mean, 7 5 nerſe- 


vere in your appointment of me as Au- 
ditor, at. Lea * 


done me the moſt irreparable injury: 


Jome time, you have 


This has been frequently obſerved;to 


me by my friends, and I was ſenſible 
_of the truth of their Obſervation; hut 


% mcant 


— 0 


| .T W3 

© meant to take no notice till an oppor. 
* tunity.. offered of retzring from my office 
in a manner honorable to-your/elf and 
* tome; I am as ſenſible as any of m 
« friends-of the deepnefs and exterit of the 
* jury done me; but I can never be- 
„ lieve that the fon of my intimate friend, 
* to whole intereſt I gave up all expecta- 
tions of promotion in the army, no ſmall 
* ſacrifice! can be prevailed upon by 
«© any ſet of men Whatever, in return for 
faithful ſervices to prove my greateſt 
« enemy, and to leave me 9 to the 
inſults of particular tenants and others, 
„ whoſe impertinence I have long ſuſ- 
* tained in your abſence with a patience 

unexampled, and which the ſpirit of a 
* gentleman and an officer, could ill brook 
and endure. 1 D084) 


To 
« 


GB 


This you may redreſs at the enſuing 
piece of juftece due to meg and I rely 


upon your juſtice to do it in my preſence 
before thole particular tenants who have 
<< anfulted oth | 

- * caſeiconcurring circumſtances thall ariſe 


you and meg that ſo, in 


in the courſe. of the preſent year, to 
* make it elligible to both parties, that I 


* ſhould retire from my office, I may 
s retire in ſuch a manner as to do onor 


ns” to 


87 


Hand 4 that at 
ome, here you June: — 5 
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This letter full and explicit as it was, 
thou DENY ſt fail to wore ex- 

on or© ſont Hum 
Pur e dedebvee deceiveds bway'Nil A018 pr 
in undertainty: Tias 10 anſwoef to A 
particular paſſage n iti: but! that 4h 
alluded io u., though he hold he: tet? 
in: Hier hands fome minutes; - We wore 
alorſe hüchis dreſſing! rom, and a8 t 
aſſam: relative :o oα has 1bebrinfified 
upon. may Towverſations, J:iſhallt/here 
particalarly æclatel it: He ſaid, Ha was 


nme! H 
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© his: his en 


* id u very 


þ frm at the time, that I id mot 


16586) 

nd 1 bad ſueh an Wort! of 

te kor that 25 1 Rad 

Jetter b His! en Str Har. 

given ane e 
At 1e 


Fran 
— Gosch d den ho he 2 


% me that his, frzend, Si had 
* never ſaid 8 dit 8 0 num 2h diſ- 
„ advanta ge m rung the changes 


n. Tic A Mt , for ſome 
5 18525 c ſtöpped. mh) anſwer to 
him Was e and e 1 edimitbeſertev 
VA Sir „lr, 
" 1 T 25 — a — under Ae e 
&« whach 15 ſufficient for me This was the 
onl aniwertigaelim, and Anoke it in 
ſuch a mariner that na man Tuhould have 
thought could poſſibly miſtake it as ſpoke 
in any other way than that of reſentment. 
Ny it es Joss Pas Ho 19919 ent 


«x ny _ bediiaſlexted,: 4bat;E declar- 


ang ted ito Mr. Coke with w hat 
be wa. Ade 2 tam — 8ir Hawbprd:: 


I Now: deolare ſalemmly] I never didi nur 
meant it;t'1 Lwould not. Telha Mr. Coke 


2er de ap 


belrepeoim ; but dem ſure nexttothat] the 
manner in which; E{ppke wduld have 
tonpinced * man of his ſenſe rauidꝭ un: 
derſtan dug, that IWS, not. ſati ad with 
dir, NMarbord, ina ſtill entettained a 


Viel reſentment 


160 J 

reſentment againſt him iq andeif it Was me 
ceſſary I prove that communicated 
my intentions of calling upon you, Sir 
Harbor. fotran:-expliyiation 61. Ban Tlet- 
ter at he approa Aſſizes, t ſome 
Particular gemtlemen, 


ier the canverſtle 

tion had paſſod between cMro. Coe and 

me. How e L-reby upon (My, Oakes 
xxho-fr A0 e 12 — 

kae ane — 

fon, ort withont aſſigning: 5 — 


cooly; honfelf, ſuffered ee] to treat ma 
ill, and: eee eee Power 
he gave me as Auditor to the centempt 
of every tanant uj pon:theee hate Bchdes 
it might: he — that Mr. Cee was 
Willingeto gonceal anxall offices dub ent 
Sir Harbord, might have done mes 
Her to prevent, * +bttwetry us n It 
vas conbelered -ancthat.! light, S18;{1forsd 
ra en qu'cfteely;othat: ee 
2 air Mod beheve, 
t this dden revolution ab Relkbabuif <P 
I mayotal cit ſuch, and; this: unexplained 
coolneſs of Mr. Coke to me, ofiginated 
entirely from vou, and:from-{ome;3hilre+ - 
Peet you had tnade of; me 
{ [Fhp:Jate.-appearances at Swaffrhavs - 
rats and elſewhere have not onlſyanot 
cantradiged thoſe ſuſpicions, but ah m 
bee f they ere che Jyby 


12 bor ou 
Nadi, 1. 
W If to 


wens the man thæy were tolo te for the 
Auture: and the next morning this jbur- 


; Actually ſent: for three of the tenants 214 
. was; ng them 


_ Mr. de. Cos could not 


2 ix ton edlly ly donb, in'6fder tu make 
4 dere wen untdſy ta me, CONNER me 
— 


man xvith Inis brother were Mid to * 
vumtiended 
rrus dr! not. 1:do nov: 


© %) 
bliv doaverſation;}} [confirmed them 
ant the oucof! Lill 


= MOT noqu vale 10 enofſnaimf Nu: 
he Audit at Holkjranv paſſed 
ant Och an mur 


— poco ma 
It lx 
Fubiid Huy dt Hölkham! I Tard wh — 


1 
Not —2 om Mr. . Cobefſal thas time 
relative to the intereſting particulars of 
inſtead of any: redreſs as 
expeted; and deſired in my Jetter, he 
mate , a pe na (ſome: ſaict a car. 
_— ena at the 
ſdated him at the 
next to Himſelf, 
point out to the tenants that this 


rend 2 


au t ter- p. — he Was 


topoſals for newildafes) im the 
:ofoMry Coke, tha P Was at! the 
me ini the houſe and not ednfulted?: 
/paſs-a' greater af. 
me, and I have nd doubt it 


ary of it, and to give it This 


you to Mi Cöe; how 
pretend v0 y, but 


" WE the - Principal * 


1 619 
told me ſumſeiſ he was recommended | 
you, and Jaſked him, on his firſt arri 
at Holkham, whether he was conſe 
© don to ruin Mr. Coke?“ on x dll 
a very expenſive drairing ſor a þ: 
ardens, which I ſince hear has E con- 
aderabiy nee ig vio! 79 10 
(ti Aber this treatment 7 Mr. . Gere 
his preferring\ the opinion of this Der 
flare block. hitter to mine, who had-lopk- 
ed'oyer t eateſt part of his eſtates, 1 
thought 1 it wy high time to withdraw: 
Þ accordingly left the houſe next murn- 
ing without taking any leave, and with' a 
determined reſolutiom never to enter it 
again, as I n, did. 1 determined hke- 
Wiſe to have no farther: concern in Mi. 
Cokes. affairs, and I would then have ſent 
him a letter to that e, but was pre- 
vailed upon not to do it by ſome friends 
Vll after che gie, as had appointed a 
meeting that week for; the p 
and therefore ou 
1 8 in n iibttac 0504 7 ew IL 
x: WS ” G 15 0547 $11,565 


period which 


We are: TTY to that 


rought on the ©Itconfiderate' ſtep: taken 


5 « with his Friend Sir Harbord, tlmbimade 
s it incumbent upon Mr. Coke to decline 
. mh * keceiviag me An houſe, * 
< | - 66 18 


1etors af 
© to attend 
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This make Jah 2, 437] In the afternoon! of 
July 2 th; the proprietors of 
Bintry W th Coffee-houle! at Nor- 
wks and Mx Coke hadi heen previouſly 
made acquainted: by nie of the hour and 
place of meeting. when to the ſurprize 
of every body preſent; no Mr. Cake at: 
_ tended; tho' it was a meeting of his own 
appointing, arid e was expected: at it in 
the double capacity of; Aa wag 
member. Inſtead al. ory 
were informélt, that if ee 
had any thing to ſay 0 Rumupbm the 
ſubject of: tbe portion tb Parliament rer 
**Jatrve to Bini miglis cehne up 
** to! n is in dt. Giless Al 
This meſſage as it may, well he imagined 
ruck us all in mae, und ait Was — | 
fram being pledtingrto igen ang if ye 
of whom! had come from J difance 
{as far as Uyna) to! meet Mr. Coke, and 
who'alſa expecten æhat C Was to take; tlie 
lead in cobdudingidbat-buſmel and - not 
Mr. Gay; and for which: purpoſe indeed 
I was t attending: Hawevex,: fome of 
them went up to Mr. Gay's : I refuſed it 


uy : leoking upon this! as a 
2795 5 lt On tlie part ſof Mr. abe ans 
Gayckad i taken the affair: Out of 
my ny Minds nobant refuſed ti attenct up- 
dn Mr. Coke: at o reh bnd then 


eur declare 


( 6 ) 

declare, that Mr. Coke had uſed me ſo 
extreme &= both, in this and many 
ETOP ts, that fr from that moment 1 

& would 55 Have an concern in his 
4% Alfairs n d withing the gentle- 
men ſucceſs in their bill [ retired, and left 
the Coffee-houſe, | 1 Ads! | 0 505 
A1 819% 2110 e Nr d VA } 
"1 Having nb taken cv, f Mr. Coke 
and his Affairs thus publicly, and attended 
the meeting iI Rad balled, I was at liberty 
Þthought to turn mi attention to your lel- 


Mi Sir Hitbord © 1ifaw vous that morgins 


bi dcelihed Tpeakifigts!: you, as yo Wel 
remember; hecauſe "1 wiſhed the Bini 
merting to be firſt over. At the mb 
that evening I had the pleaſure of 'feeing 
u as I expected, and of courſe intended 
doe Witk yt for an hour te next day ta 
take your letter into conſideration, and to 
deſire you to explain the offetifive. paſſage 
before recited, But when I applied to You 


for chat plürpole⸗ and aſked to peak to y 


0 poche You” 'chofe after ſome delay to 
come to me attended by a gentleman of 


your acquaintance. What then paſſed to 
the'' beſt of my” recolleiion, was : af fol- 


_ 2 0 „ OT 2 
GWS. * 178 way BY 1 4 a 
® " ” » * Y . * 
1 re Y 0 1 % > , ny + $ 
. , 1 4 4. * ” Fw UP | - > \J # wh + 1 1 
* 


wo 
- x 
S g ” * . s * 5 . * as 
Fila TT bhrodighs i729 * N 
Lot I biodislI 41% 7. e kate 
* N . ' 4 8 5 
424 4 10 ks all WY & 4 0 n 


( 64 ) 
0 oy 414 22 18111 


P 
fl 


Pl pr eg 15 a fs 12 : 


Len at. 5096 Arc e in puch. 277. 


34 54. it ' 1:8 J 1 1 Elo 1 


At the aſfembly on Tha on Thai y.&yening; 
(July 24, 1777) as the ladies were drink- 


| — In rr Gardiner 


ſtanding h 
e Me 60 ſoy to ey. by ES Jag 


* wanted to {j peak to him-19:firroate,” and 
turing. from Sir Harbord -1tamediately, 
e alled thro' the company. into the. veſt; 

ule; and placed himſelf oppoſite to the 
door * Rom #he a de into nn 
edle | 1% 3662 


£ 


| 0010 bis Batra I; 
Some time: ing: Sir tlabotd: attended 
by a gentleman of his anquaintance, came 
Y to the Major a ſaid You wanted 

e to ſpeak. with me, Major, Who replied, 
4 Tos Sir,” and roſe and fallowed: $ir 
Harbord into the ball room, when ihe: _ 
10 150 Sonveralgn pen an Da ©! HH 

1814. 10˙7 

bY Harbord.. *® if you have any thing 

« to ſay to me, Major Gardiner, you v 
4 ſay it before this gentleman” 


Major Gardiner. © Sir Harbord, I told 
6 you L wanted to ſpeak to you in * oy 
ir 


- 2 


Sir H. Six, you will ſpeak what you 


KAN 


Las? 


| WA. J$2:4\ +035 <.58 f* 41:63 101 ; 30 88 . 
Major G. Sir Harbord I wiſh: you a 


« 4 
N, 


„ Major Gardiner, Sir Harhord, dans 
1 


not 


«© very good night. £74 
- Major Gardiner ſoon aſter left the aſſem- 
bly, and went to ſpend the evening with 
a gentleman of his acquazntance, | About 
twelve o'clock he was called out of the 
company to Mr. Coke and Mr. Durrant, 


two * Juſtices of Peace for the county of 


Norfolk; the latter of whom told the Ma- 
5 5 I | 5 jor 
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for, „that he came to him as a Magiſtrate 
© to require ſecurity of the peace, as Mr. 
* Coke and he underſtood that the. Major 
ee had given d challenge to Sit Hatbord 
«© Harbord in the aſſembly room: The 
Major replied, He had ſaid nothing to 
% Sir Harbord; but only wiſhed him & good 
„ night.” Mr. Durrant ſaid, © Amongſt 
% men of honor, that was underſtood as 
% A challenge, and the Major muſt not 
« ſtir out of the houſe. he was in that 
night.“ The Major replied, . He did 
er not lay there, and it might be inconve. 
ee nient N as there was much 
* company in the houſe, that he ſhould 
« Jay.there:” At laſt after much conyer- 
ſation, Mr. Durrant ſaid, If Major Gar- 
"+ diner would give his word F honor as a 
'« gentleman to him and Mr. Coke, that 
* nothing ſhould paſs between him (Major 
* Gardiner). and Sir Harbord, before 
b twelve O clock next day, and that the 
« Major would likewiſe promiſe that he 
% would be. at the ſame houſe next day 
ce at that hour, Mr. Coke and he would 


decline to tate ecurity of the peace,” 


-which being agreed to on the part of the 


| Major, e two' Fufitces went away, and 
Major Gardiner returned to the company. 


2 
1 1 | 


„ 


* Two 


7 of 
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 'Fwo gentlemen, mutual friends of Sir 
Harbord and the Major, next morning call. 
ed Major Gardiner into a private room at 
the coffee: houſe, and expieſſing their deſire 
that the affair might be accammodated, and 
at the ſame time aſſuring. the Major, that 
** Sir Harbord denied the charge upon his 
Honor, and entirely 8 what was i 
* alledged' againſt him on the part of the 0" 
„ Major,” he authorized thoſe twa. gen- 
tlemen to acquaint Sir Harbord, that i 
5 E was ſatisfied with what Sir Harbord | 
* had declared upon his honor, and that, 
„he (the Major) would take no farther, 4 
* notice af the affair.“ The Major con- 1 
canſidered himſelf as a preſoner. upon pa- 1 
role, having engaged his word to meet the = 
two pacific Juſlices at twelve o'clock, and; [. 


p 
” * 


fo the allair ended, | 1 ol 1 


And here I thought the affair had ended; 
I did not look upon myſelf as reſponſible 
to Mr. Cake at any time for my behaviour; | 
and at that time I nds . looked upon i 
myſelf as tatally detached from him, (the. | 


Bintry meeting had declared that), and I. 
meant to tell him ſo that very day; but 
he had leſt Norwich before I could ſee 
him, and fo I had not an opportunity. I 
then determined to do it at my return 
home by letter, but Malſingham ſeſſions 
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intervening, I went there in hopes to meet 
him, but he did not attend: I then began 
a remonſtrance to him in writing, upon 
the -injurious treatment I had met with, 
ie e him at the ſame time with my 
reſolution not to act any more in his af. 
fairs; but before I. had finiſhed: it, and 
after an interval of eleven days (from 
July 25 to Auguſt 6) Mr. Coke renews 
the buſineſs of Sir Harbord; and as if Sir 
Harbord was not equal to fight his own 
battles, or had too many upon his hands, 
takes up the quarrel, writes me an affront- 
ing letter to ſorbid me his houſe, and im- 
putes the whole to my behaviour to his 
friend Sir Harbord at the aſſizes; I was 
much aſtoniſhed I muſt own at this ſtrange 
proceeding, and I could not help ſaying, 
*© What has Sir Harbord's affair and mine 
„ to do with Mr. Coke? We can have 
no freſh diſpute about Holkham now, for 
* Sir Harbord knows I have given it up, 
© and never mean to go to Holkham 
* again or have any thing to do with it:“ 
and. I could not help thinking it droll 
enough to be forbid a houſe on Sir Har- 
Zord account that I had declared publicly 
1 enter again on my on: 
This was ſuch a wanton unprovoked af- 
front as ſurely ſtands unprecedented in the 
annals of Norfolk !' To forbid a tried and 
"TV bo OW or LAPS MAAS ſteady 
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ſteady friend to his father's intereſt and 
his, and one who had facrificed he own 


in — both to his irretrievable de- 
| forbid ſach a one his houſe 
and then lay it upon your ſhoulders, Sir 


triment, to 


Harbord, thereby renewing the difference 
between us and verifying every ſuſpicion 
that had occurred before, was a capital 
ſtroke worthy- of Mr. Coke alone; and the 
adminiſtration of Holkham !* This letter 
was delivered by a ſpecial meſlenger ſent 
to Mount Amelia, and is as follows: 


RICHARD GARDINER, £/q. 


Mount Amelia. 
at 


It is with very great concern that I 
find my ſelf obliged to write to you. on 
© ſuch a ſubject, but after the very 2ncons 
i fiderate ſteß you took at Norwich in re- 
5 | 11 „ ard 


* Had: Mr, Coke ſent a letter to Major Gardiner to 
meet Sir Harbord at Holkham, in order to bring about a 
reconciliation, it had been à judicious manœuvre; for it 
was neither the intereſt of Mr. Coke or Sir Harbord to 
quarre) with an old friend who had ſerved them both, nor 
could it in any ſhape redound to their honor; but this was a 
ſtroke beyond the penetration of the Holkham cabinet, and 
too deep for that confederate and conſummate miniſtry | 


, 
*© gard to n f Friend Sir Harbord, ſubſe- 
quent to the explanation we had on this 
affair at Holk ham with which you ſeem'd 
** ſo well ſatisfied, you cannot be ſur- 
* prized that I think it incumbent on me 
** to decline receiving you any more into 
** my houſe, and demanding back the ap- 
* porntmgnt of Auditor General, which I 
** deſire you will return by the bearer. 


From, Sir, 
"Tf 97 „ 5 


Your. moſt. obedient kumble ſervant, | 


| Tnomas William COKE.? 
Auguſt 6, 1777. 


(ANSWER) 
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this county eyer received me with open 
arms Whilſt it was in his poſſeſſion: 
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Mr. Coke that he had not introduced 
me to her immediately on my coming 


into the room, as he had ſo often men- 
tioned me to her as his particular friend 


in Norfolk: It was reſerved for you, 


Sir, to affront your father's particular 
friend: You have alſo the honor, Sir, of 
being the firſt repreſentative ' of this 
county that ever ſhut his door againſt 
any one of his conſtituents. 


< It gives me great pleaſure however, 


that you alledge no miſbehaviour, 


miſconduct, or want of fincere at- 


tachment to the honor and intereſt of 


your family on my part as the mo- 
tive of this very extraordinary proceed- 


ing of your's, but only a reſentment 


expreſſed by me at the aſſizes againſt 
your friend Sir Harbord. as you are 

leaſed to ſtile him, which I thought I 
had a right to do, and which I never 


ſhould think proper to do again: Be- 


ſides he did not apply to you but to 


another gentleman to hear what I had 
to ſay to him, when I deſired to ſpeak 
to him in private, Neither you nor Sir 
Harbord yet know the ground I mean 
to go upon with him: You prevented 
it by following me with Mr. Durrant to 
a friend's houle, and there requiring of 

me 


1 


6 me ſecurity of the peace,  tho' you both 


* are acting Juſtices for the county only 

Tx " s . 9 . 15 
* and I was in the city, and in a Magiſ- 
** trate's houſe. 7 . 


* If you mean by your conduct to- 


-<* wards me to point out to the county of 


* Norfolk, that none but Sir Harbord:s 
** friends are to he admitted at Holkham, 
believe me, Sir, you will ſoon find 
that the ſmalleſt room in your houſe 
* will contain them all. 


lt was unneceſſary for you to forbid 
* me your houſe, becaule I had long be- 
fore declared that I would never enter 
it again, unleſs an ample ſatisfaction was 
cx TE me for the inſults I had received 

from ſome of your tenants, and at the 
« laſt Audit from the carpenter, whom it 
5 was ſaid Sir Harbord had introduced 
„ to you to value your eſtates, and of 
“ whoſe N en proof has al- 
« ready appeared at Flitcham : You could 
« not have wanted a conviction that ſuch 
* was my intention, when I quitted your 
e houſe in reſentment, and without taking 
* any leave of you after the Audit (July 
« 8th) on account of having found no re- 
«* dreſs from you at:that time as requtred 


* 


* 


particularly in my letter to you, dated 


6 July 3. 
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July gd, previous to the Audit: And 


that I never meant to have any farther 
concern 1n your attairs more, appeared 
from my public declaration at the Cof- 


fee-houſe at Norwich in aſſize week, 


July 24th, at the Bintry meeting: the 


letter I ſent you Anugujt 5th, you know 


Was. only the cover of a letter from a 


. gentleman about hiring E!mham park, 


which you ſaw I would, not anſwer, 
but out of reſpect to /rm.I encloſed it 
to you. 


I had declared to my friends who 


| preſsd me to go to Holkham ſoon after 


the aſſizes, that I wouid- never go any 
more, unleſs the people who were lead- 
ing you into great expences, and op- 
preſſing your tenants were diſcontinu— 


ed, as I would not co-operate with ſuch 


men, or be a party concerned in bring- 
ing you into inconveniences winch no 
man of any degree of underitanding 
or experience could avoid foreſceing, 


and which alio you yourſelf declared to 


me laſt winter to be contrary to your 


own way of thinking: and I was draw- 


ing up a repreſentation to you with 


ſuch my reſolutions intending in a few 
days to tranſmit it to you, and which 
was nearly finiſhed, when I received 
your letter of 1 the fuxth. 


0 It 


” 2 — — 
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lt is well known I had often declared 
ſince the laſt Audit, (the firſt time I 
** ſaw the carpenter) that I would not act 
** with Sir Harbord or any of hs people, 
* nor ſhare in thoſe beſings that are ſo 
** liberally beſtowed upon him by farmers 
in general throughout the county, and 
* by his own neighbours in particular, 
* and by gentlemen; nor unleſs I had 
a proper eſtabliſhment as Auditor of 
© your Eſtates according to your appoint- 
ment, and that my authority was pro- 
* perly enforced. 


c 


LAY 


* What are your own feelings upon 

* treating me yo , and ſuſfering others 
* to treat me with ſuch indignity, who 
had always been ſo warm and ſteady a 
friend to your late worthy and eſteem- 
* ed father, is beſt known to yourſelf: 
« But whether you {ecl or not, I will ven- 
* ture to {ay that the impartial world will 
* feel for me. Your conduct towards me 
* can never do you honor in that county, 
« where my ſervices and attachment to 
“ your father's intereſt, and his confi- 
« dence in me are ſo well known: His 
letters plainly ſhew the friendſhip and 
« intimacy that ſubſiſted between us, and 
* what he thought of thoſe ſervices which 
: you have ſo gratefully (to uſe a former 
| expreſſion 


La) 


* 


2 


c 
c 


1” 


66 
6 


* 


66 
66 
cc 
65 
66 
60 
cc 
66 
66 
66 
66 
cc 
64 
6c 
6c 
66 


66 


05 
66 
66 
66 

$6 
60 


(75 2 

expreſhon of your own) ſo generouſly 
rewarded, and this too after profeſſions 
of the ſtrongeſt nature voluntary made 
by yourſelf and unſolicited. | 


* To the beſt of my recollection, I did 
not tell you, when you mentioned Sir 
Harbord to me at Holkham, that I was 


ſaligſied with Sir Harbord; you certain- 


ly miſunderſtood me, for I am very ſure 
that on the contrary I told you, that I 
had a letter from Sir Harbord, which 
was ſufficient for me, and which indeed 
you could not ſpeak to; and my words 
in my letter to you of July 3, (alluded 
to be fore) which you then held in your 
hands, (and which by the bye you in 
no other particular gave any anſwer to, 
though an effectual anſwer was required 
of you to many) where Sir Harbord's 
name was mentioned, plainly indicated 
that I meant to call upon him for an 
explanation to that very letter, | 


% You muſt excuſe me, Sir, in not re- 


turning your appointment, tho' I 1 
never act under it, becauſe it is a paper 
which I mult preſerve for my own vin- 
dication, it having been ſo frequent] 
aſſerted, that I viewed your farms w- 
out any authority from you, and conti- 
K 2 nues 
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nues to be ſo aſſerted to this very hour. 
As you did not think proper to ſupport 
your own appointment of me under 


your hand and feat, in which I cannot 


help thinking you uſed me very ill, eſ- 
peclally as long as I continued to act 
under it, it is a duty incumbent upon me 
not to part with the only proof I have 
of acting by your authority. 


I conſidered your appointment of Au- 


* ditor of your eſtates in Norfolk as to 


continue for {zfe, as a reward for paſt 
ſervices, as a recompence for loft pro- 
motion in the army, or at my years I 
ſhould not have undertaken it I aſſure 
you: Now you have permitted me to 
enjoy 1t with eaſe juſt long enough to 
make myſelf a great many enemies, and 
to form a plan for the improvement of 
your eſtates for others to work upon : 
But my plan, Sir, was to improve, not 
to zmpoucrefh your eſtate: I wiſhed to 
improve it, after it had been ſo miſera- 
bly murdered of late years, in ſuch a 
manner that your tenants might live 
happy and flouriſhing under you: I 
had ſtruck out a new plan by which the 
tenants ſhould be upon a certainty of 
doing well in their farms with proper 

| | Care 
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care and induſtry, and you the land- 


lord, be equally upon à certainty of re- 


ceiving a proper and adequate equivalent 


for your land : where the tenants ſhould 
love and eſteem you, and with their 
families live comfortably; and not 
throw their farms into your hands by 
dozens, like Sir ** oppreſled vaſſals; 
whereas the Carpenter, ſaid to be re- 
commended to you by that reſpectable 
Baronet, made you break your word 
with the firſt tenant you treated with, 
and ſcrew up his farm to ſuch an exor- 
bitant rent, that you know very well 
that he was obliged to wait upon you, 
and to give it uh, you telling him upon 
his application to you, Hat it could not 
be altered, and that all the reſt of your 


farms would be lett in the fame way ; and 


this the Carpenter prevailed upon you 
to do in defiance of your own promiſe 
to your tenant the week before, that 
he ſhould have his farm won eaſy terms, 
and fuch as would enable him to bring u 
has numerous family of a wife and NINE 
children. Out of regard to your cha- 
racter I repreſented this to the Carpen- 
ter, but to no purpoſe: He did not 
appear to me to be too n:ce about your 
reputation: I make no doubt if it an- 
e 65 {wered 
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ſwered his purpoſe, he would ſaw i in 


As I would not act in that oppreflive 


manner, it w 
„it was neceſſary for Sir *, 


eopl 
5 ** 3 We my department uneay) 
8 might give it up; ws... 
. 107 ave perfectly well ſuc: 
a ape or no man of ſpirit, and wh 
ny nf pagan at heart, would "fan 
r act any longer in it under 
wy } . us treatment as I have re 
of WE: . it is now currently report- 
e en Men rect 
WT, ou, Dont r 
0b n but np tt 9 = 
8 4 will throw i up of himſelf. 
Wn Lang of my obtaining an al. 
aeg. er yOu, gave you this Je- 
vice: He knew very well that 


* as 10 
7 Sn * I had any influence with you 
not have recommended en 
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his — las councils, or to follow 


* You have all alo | 
along miſtak 
Coke, to think you had oo 8 


over me : 
I was not your ſervant, but 


edgy 72 as a friend and as a gen- 
He park Ba lo you what ſervice I could 
= 2 your eſtate in proper order; 
zUNINg you a proper information of 
its 
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its value, which you yourſelf have ma- 
ny times acknowledged to different 
perſons that I have done; and in ſhort, 
in doing that for you which you could 
not do yourſelf when avJent from the 
county, nor without great fatigue and 
conſtant attention when in it, and giv- 
ing up more time to accompliſh matters 
than you could well ſpare. 


* If you was deſirous to appoint ſome 
other perſon of greater abilities, you 


certainly had a right to do it, and. it 


Was no affront to me: But you had no 
righit to controul my actions, or to in- 
terfere with my y vate reſenlmenis as a 
gentleman : You had no right to affront 
me becauſe you choſe to prefer Sir **'s 
advice and friendſhip to mime. Future 
events will beſt declare how prudent!y 
that preference was given, and whe- 
ther the plan of economy propoſed by 
the one, or the plan ot . laid 
down by the other, will molt ſerve the 
true and real intereſt of the „e of 
Holkham. The ſpring of my ambition 
was to make you happy; to make you 
reſpected; to make vou popular in the 
County you have the honor to repreſent; 
and to make the Gentlemen of Norfolk 
fee your FATHER rerived in 7 g 
5 4 * et 


n 


Let Sir ** act upon more honorable 
% motives, THESE WERE MINE ! 


I am, Sir 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
Mount Amelia, 
Aug. 23, 1777. 


THoMas WILLIAM Cokk, Eſq. 
Holkham. > af 7 


RIichARD GARDINER.“ 


To this letter no anſwer was returned, 
but as Mr. Coke thought proper to ſhew 
it to you, Sir Harbord, and other gentle- 
men, and to his dus achates Mr. Ché x, 
I think it zncumbent upon me (as Mr. Coke 
ſays) and in my own defence, to make 
both letters public. 


And now the world is left to judge of 
the conduct obſerved to me by Mr. Coke, 
and you, Sir Harbord, his confidential 
friend. Officers of the army, who have 
ſerved their country againſt its foreign 
enemies with a character unimpeached, 
cannot paſs by indignities at home with- 
out a public ſatisfaction: They cannot ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be injured in 28 
and as they know no diſtinction between 

7. "nc 
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one gentleman and another but that of 
behavour, they are bold to appeal to the 
opinton of mankind in general; havin 
nothing to conceal, they truſt their cha- 
racter and vindication of it at all times to 
an impartial relation of fact, Ad Populum 
Provoco was the celebrated appeal of the 
Romans in all caſes of injury and injuſtice, 
a race of men of the molt exalted ſenti- 
ments of honor and virtue that ever yet 
appeared in the world ! 


Here is a detail and circumſtantial {tate 
of facts ſubmitted to the public eye: I 
truſt a true one, and not exaggerated or 
enflamed : On the contrary many, very 
many particulars are omitted that might 
have been urged to ſhew how unkindly, 
ungratefully, and ungeneroully I have 
been treated. That any man of the leaſt 
ſpark, of honor, humanity or breeding, 
could anſwer to himſelf to grant a power 
and appointment with pretended friend- 
ſhip to another, only to take it away 
again and make a fool of him, 1s to me 
aſtoniſning: For by not perſevering in it 
againſt any inſinuations whatever, it was 
ſo in fact. It may be ſaid, how could a 
man of experience in life be ſo deceived P. 
to this I anſwer, I was not deceived in m 
opinion of the extent of abililies in Mr. 
| L Coke 
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Coke, but I thought him ſincere, and 1 
wiſhed him well: I ſaw very plainly the 
hands he was got into, I ſaw how eaſy it 


was for deſigning ſycophants to impoſe 
upon him, and how from all appearances 


he was a victim marked out for artful 


fraud to prey upon: for ſome time paſt 


this has too evidently been the caſe :* I. 
withed 


* A very ſhort Hiſtory of events is ſufficient to elucidate 
this point, | | 

A Gardener, who had lived formerly many years in the 
family as head Gardener, and had been recommended 
to Mr, Coke. by me and ſeveral Gentlemen in this neigh- 
bourhood, after having planted Fw Hill (now a great 
ornament to the houſe) in the ſevereſt weather and moſt 
piercing winds, with uncommon ſucceſs laft winter, in re- 
ward for his ſervices in prefling the work, and adorning the 
hill with an aſtoniſhing number of trees for the time, 
knowing Mr. Coke to be anxious to have it done, this 
Gardener is diſcharged at a minute's warning, without any 
reaſon given, a Derbyſhire Gardener is introduced at 
Helkham. | 

An old and faithful ſervant, well ſkilled in huſbandry, 
who had for many years been Bailiff to the Holkham farm, 
and who has a wife and family, was diſmiſſed in the ſame 
arbitrary way, at a minute's warning, and without any 
fault found; and a young genius, Derbyſhire likewiſe, and 
brought to Holkham by the Carpenter, is placed in his 
room : He is introduced and lives at the Hall, and inſtead. 
of looking after his horſes, teams and ploughs, in the farm 
yard, he is Philandering with the Maids in. that magnifi- 
cent pile of building, which was never intended for ſuch 
gueſts by the noble Lord who rais'd it. | 


Non hos erexit in uſus. 


Another Derbyſbire genius is ſent to a tenant's houſe for 


ſix weeks by the Carpenter, to chop out the extenſive * 
| 0 
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wiſhed to ſave him, in time, I wiſhed to 
ſerve him at ſo critical a juncture, and 
| meant 


of Flitcham, which is at preſent finely mangled : Queen 
Dido never ſplit an ox's hide to equal it: Her city of 
Carthage may be truly ſaid to be embroidery to it! This 
_ Carpenter's-Tool is to have a Norfolk farm too, if he is to 
be believed, for he tells the tenants ſo: He is alſo to teach 
them to grow wheat at Flitcham under the direction of the 
Carpenter, though in the memory of man no Norfolk far- 
mer has yet been able to bring any to perfection there. 
Derbyſhire carpenters to learn Norfolk huſhandmen to farm! 


Riſum teneatis amici! 


and to ſhow his judgment, he ſets upon the worſt lands in 
the pariſh 13 ſhillings an acre for rent, to the great admi- 
ration of the other. tenants, who ſtare with aſtoniſhment 
at the amazing penetration of this Son of Timber: but, 
to his ſurprize, the tenant oppreſſed applies to Mr. Coke 
to reſign his farm: Mr, Coke tells him, tho” he had pro- 
miſed him but the week before he ſhould have a . new Fake 
upon eaſy terms, that it cannot be altered, and that all 
< his farms are to be lett in the ſame way. A fe proſ- 
pect for the reſt of his tenants! But as this inſtance of 
the Carpenter's judgment made ſome noiſe, and was in di- 
rect defiance of Mr. Coke's promiſe by me to his tenant, 
his Council learned in the law, Mr. Ch**, perſuaded him 
to ſend for the tenant to his houſe at Thursford, and there 
he drew up an article to abate him half a crown an acre, 
which Mr. Coke ſigned, but made it ſubject, however, to 
the abſurd covenants impoſed by the Carpenter. | 
Many more inſtances might be added of the preſent pro- 
ceedings at Holkham, to illuſtrate what has been obſerved, 
but I. forbear to recite them; I ſhall only obſerve to other 
Gentlemen, not Mr. Coke, for he is inflexibly attached ta 
his Carpenter, that this extravagant eacreaſe of rents tends 
only to encreaſe the number of bankruptcies, and Gentle- 
men myſt in the end turn farmers themſelves ; The — 
| b | Vance 


Then comes old Block-Splitter himſelf to value the lands, 
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meant to do it faithfully and effectually: 
Had I not been actuated by a true princi- 
le of friendſhip, which with me over- 
12 — little omiſſions and neglects on 
the part of Mr. Coke, I ſhould have de- 
ſpiſed him then as much as I deſpiſe you 
now, Sir Harbord: No emoluments of 
office, however tempting, ſhould have 
prevailed upon me to have continued in 
it one day after Mr. Coke came down to 
the Audit at Holkham, and ſent for- Mr. 
Gay without my knowledge, and in fact 
when I found that ke did not act up to his 
letters and profeſſions: But for my ſincere 
regard to the memory of his father (for 
whom I had begun to act in the ſame de- 
artment) I would have ſcorned to have 
ad any thing to do with him and his af- 
fairs from that moment, but I was not wil- 
ling that what knowledge and infight I 
had obtained of his eſtares in his father's 
lifetime ſhould be loſt without his being 
beneſited by it, and that for a few matters 
of inattention perhaps at firſt excuſable in 
one ſo. young, and ſo early acceding to 
the poſſeſſion of a great eſtate. There is 
| | . RR 


vanced price of proviſions, labour, poor-rates, and of al- 
moſt every neceſſary article, falls heavy upon the tenant, 
whilſt the advanced price of barley and other corn, to 
make amends for it, is fluctuating: The expence of one 
is certain and conſtant ; the advantage of the other, ſhift- 
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ing and precarious. 
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no honor or credit to be acquired by be- 
ing concerned for inconſiderate young 
men who have no ſteadineſs in their con- 
duct, but are as volatile and as change- 
able as the wind; who are angry and 
Pleaſed without reaſon, and att merely 
from caprice' and the whim of the mo- 
ment, are withal proud, imperious, and 
haſty, and who laviſh away their favors 
equally on men ok abilities and fools in- 
diſcriminately, and of courſe entirely lofe 
all the merit of obligation: In general, 
they never know how to value a friend 
- when they have one; they never know 
1 ho to make a friend or keep one; and a 
late experience convinces them, that they 
have no friend when they want one. 


Ill treated as I have been and cruelly, 

I have yet not been in a hurry to ſend 

this narrative to the preſs: I have waited 

ever ſince. the 6th of Augult to give Mr. 

0 Coke and you, Sir Harbord, each of you, 

time to recollect yourſelves: I have met 

Mr. Coke more than once in public places, 

but as he never addreſſed himlelt to me, 

-I treated him with the ſame indifference, 

well remembering what Dean Swi/t ſays 

with as much truth as honor, that If a 

man makes me keep my diſtance, I have 

- * this for my comfort, that he keeps hes 
- 66 too.“ 
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- That all this miſunderſtanding between 
Mr. Coke and me originated at firſt from 
vou, Sir Harbord, I think I am now at 
7 to ſay: You acknowledge under 
your hand, that You cannot in juſtice 
* to Mr. Coke conceal that there have 
* been many ſevere and unfair reflections 
** caſt upon him for his appointment of 
, me, and made by ſome of his beſt friends, 
and that you can't help being concern'd 
** that Mr. Coke ſhould give proofs of 
* his kindneſs to me in a way to give offence 
** or diſguſt any of his friends.” Theſe 
Buckram friends are ſtill to come forth; 
you are the perſon to produce them, Sir 
Harbord, a. their reflections you (inad- 
vertently I preſume) acknowledge to be 
unfair; therefore you ſhould not have 
entertained a deſign to report to Mr. Coke 
unfair reflections at any rate or at any time, 
and eſpecially. ſuch as might tend to hurt a 
man you proteſs a regard for. How are 
. theſe contradictions to be reconciled, Sir 
 Harbord? All the poor and paltry excuſe 
for theſe unfair reflections is, “that I 
have exerted my abilities in a way to 
give offence to many, that is, in m 

* writings.” This has been ſufficiently 
ee in the foregoing pages, and I 
' ſhall only add one obſervation more 
which is, That if all FF*#*#*##### of a 
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1 
*tle and eſtates were treated as ſuch, and 
** gentlemen would refuſe to keep them 
company or to be ſeen with them, as is 
* the conſtant practice in the army, there 
* would be no occaſion for the weapons 
of ſatire and ridicule ever to be em- 
* ployed: Tis the blind undiſtinguiſhing 
adoration that 1s paid by the vulgar to 
men of great quality and httle honor, to 
men of large property and of no princi- 
ple, that calls forth the rod of wit and 
umour, and the ſhafts of ridicule and 
ſatire: Public contempt would humble 
theſe inſignificant worthleſs beings, that 
only encumber the earth they tread on, 
but who ſtrut in a vain imaginary pre-emi- 
nence from the abject and ſervile complai- 
ſance that is ſhewn by fools to their ſupe- 
rior wealth and fortunes, however infa-— 
mouſly acquired or more infamouſly en- 
Joyed : Contempt would bring down the 
pride and correct the inſolence of many a 
ruſtick tyrant with a title; this military diſci- 
pline would drill them into gentlemen from 
ſavages, and there would be no neceſſity to 
hold them up to public view and diſ- 
grace in eee writings. It was a fre- 
uent expreſſion of the late General Brad- 
ock's, that the two greateſt pleaſures he 
enjoyed in life were, To humble d proud 
infolent raſcal, and to relieve a beggar.” 
f Would 
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Unſupported by ſuch, preſumptions, what 
— — F; >. | * N | "I you 
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Would: all” Gentlemen follow Braddock's" 
example, men capable of mean and dirty 
actions, however elevated their ſtation and 
fortunes, would ſoon be driven out of ſo- 
ciety without the aid of ſatire; and we 
ſhould hear no more of ſevere and unfair. 
reflectioꝶs, and ſuch like trampery, or of 
their beg made a handle of and employ- 
ed as engines to deter a youth of inexpe- 
rience in the world, and a ſtranger to his 
real friends, from doing an act of honor, 
friendſhip, and gratitude, that raiſed his 
f men of ſenſe, and pro- 
cured him a reputation even amongſt thoſe 
who did not perſonally know him. | 


character among 


But how muſt I interpret, Sir Harbord, 


Jour expreſſion of / 


uſtice to Mr. Coke? 
f he was to be.re/; 


courſe, ſo ſeldom hit upon! that led to 


the harbours of laſting eaſe and happy 


tranquillity : Without ſuch reaſons, and 


| ted upon for his ap- 
pointed of me to the AO of his 
eſtates, it muſt! be upon a preſu 
that Iſhould actin ſome manner prejudicial 
to his fortunes and intereſt; and purſue: 
and adviſe meaſures detrimental to his 
welfare; that I was too injudicious a pilot 
to ſteer him in his firft excurſions on the 
tea of life, and to point out the deſirable 


mption 


